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eted voters in Bihar

|
| VINAY KUMAR

| NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court. g

on Wednesday instructed the Elec-
_ tion Commission of India (ECI) to

ymprising Justices
jjal Bhuyan, and N
""Kotiswar Singh asked the poll body

to furnish particulars of the deleted
voters — data that has already been
shared with political parties — and
supply a copy to the non-govern-
mental organisation Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR).

ADR has moved the court chal-

?' THE DEADLINE TO SHARE DETAILS IS AUG
J

X

SC asks EC for details of 65L del

lenging the ECI’s June 24 order Commission to publish the names

directing a Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of the state’s electoral ~ with reasons such as death, perma-

rolls. In a fresh application, the nent migration, or other grounds

NGO sought a direc{},..

of those removed from thelist, along
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jiju: SIR cannot i B
- dcussed inouse
matter before SC
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NEW DELHI: The govern-

ment on Wednesday refused

intensive revision (SIR) of
Bihar, cit-

to allow a discussion in the
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TERMS IT AS ‘MIDDLE PATH’

‘Electoral reforms’ a way
10 end Parl deadlock on
SIR, claims Opposition

OUR CORRESPONDENT
— e Lo R SMORENT S

NEW DELHI: The Opposition
has proposed allowing a dis-
cussion on “electoral reforms”
asa middle path” to end the
deadlock in Parliament over
the demand for a debate on
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar,
according to sources within the
Opposition parties.

The government has not yet
responded to the proposal, they
said on Wednesday.

However, government
sources indicated that the rul-
ing side is unlikely to accede to
any such debate.

Speaking in Lok Sabha on
Wednesday on the demand
for a discussion on SIR, Union
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju stressed that rules
of the Lok Sabha do not allow
sub-judice matters to be dis-
cussed in the House. He also
pointed out that the function-
ing of autonomous institutions
such as the Election Commis-
sion cannot be discussed in
Parliament.
~ Meanwhile, Congress gen-
- eral secretary (Communica-
tions) Jairam Ramesh cited
a post by the party’s dep-
uty leader in the Lok Sabha,
Gaurav Gogoi, which claimed
that Parliament has a long his-
tory of discussing electoral
reforms and the functioning
of the Election Commission

Ramesh said Gogoi has
done excellent research and
“thoroughly exposed the
bogus claims of the Modi gov-
ernment, which is preventing
Parliament from functioning
smoothly”.

In a post on X, Gogoi said
that in 1961, the Rajya Sabha
debated amendments to the
Conduct of Elections F '
the discussion was led

. ;
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Lok Sabha proceedings disrupted by a protest on Wednesay PTI

Rajya Sabha adjourned for day

NEW DELHI: The Rajya Sabha proceedings were adjourned
for the day on Wednesday amid continued din by the Opposi-
tion on the issue of Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in Bihar. The House was earlier adjourned till 2 pm soon
after tabling of papers and obituary reference at 11 am. When
the House reassembled at 2 pm, Bhubaneswar Kalita, who was
in the Chair called for taking up The Carriage of Goods by Sea
Bill 2025, even as Opposition members continued to create

uproar. Meanwhile, Lok Sabha proceedings we
for the second time till 2 PM amid rel az{-f%;"'

N

gl A

Law Minister Gopal Swarup
Pathak, he said.

In 1981, Congress MP
Manubhai Patel moved a reso-
lution to set up a parliamentary
committee to review election
laws, Gogoi pointed out.

“In 1991, the Upper House
debated the urgent need to
amend existing election laws.
In 2015, a Calling Attention
Motion was moved by Rajya
Sabha LoP Ghulam N:.lbi Atiz:d
on proxy and e-postal voting
forI;Q}{CI);. Law Minister DV
Sadananda Gowda accepted
the Opposition’s demand to
consider their views,” the Con-
gress MP said. :

“And as recently as 2019,
a Short Duration Discussion
on electoral reforms saw par-

42t ntinen Funma tha thon Tawthe i3
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There is ample precedent. The |
government must not delay
the long overdue and essen-

reforms;” he said.

sion on electoral

* Let us discuss electoral
efc s in Parliament, Gogoi

_ Ramesh cited another
instance, saying there was a dis-

1ssion in 1986 as well on the
“need to introduce comprehen-
sive electoral reforms and to
undertake a fresh delimitation
of parliamentary and assembly
constituencies”
~ There has been a logjam
in Parliament over the SIR
in Bihar, which the Opposi-
tion has alleged is being done
to disenfranchise a large
number of voters ahead of
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