EC will digitally link to
death registration data
for voter list updates
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NEW DELHI: The Election Com-
mission of India will now obtain
death registration data electroni-
cally from the Registrar General
of India, an official statement said
on Thursday, in a move aimed at
ensuring error-free and faster
updates of the voters’ list.

This will ensure that the Elect-
oral Registration Officers (EROs)
receive timely information about
registered deaths, the EC state-
ment said. “Tt will also enable the
BLOs to re-verify the information
through field visits, without wait-
ing for a formal request under
Form 7,” it said.

The poll body has the authority
under the Registration of Electors
Rules, 1960 and the Registration
of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 to
seek such details.

The announcement was
among the three announcements
made by the EC, which also
decided to make voter informa-
tion slips (VIS) more voter
friendly by modifying its design.

The serial number and part
number of the voter will now be
displayed more prominently,
with increased font size, making
it easier for voters to identify their
polling station and for polling
officials to locate their names in
the electoral roll efficiently.

THE POLL BODY
HAS AUTHORITY
TO SEEK SUCH
DETAILS UNDER
TWO LAWS, AND
WAS AMONG
THREE SEPARATE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The commission has also
directed that all BLOs, who are
appointed by the EROs, be issued
standard photo identity cards to
ensure that citizens can recognise
and interact confidently with
them during voter verification
and registration drives.

As the first interface between
the voters and the EC in perform-
ing election-related duties, it is
important that BLOs are easily
identifiable to the public while
conducting house-to-house visits.

The announcements have
come weeks after the EC said that
the regular updating process of
the voter list would be strength-
ened in close coordination with
the birth and death registration
authorities as a controversy broke
out over duplication of voter IDs.

Technical consultations
between the UIDAI and experts of
the EC will begin soon on voter
list-Aadhaar linkage, it had said.
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THE ELECTION Commission will
soon start receiving data of the
registration of deaths electroni-
cally from states and UTs, which
would strengthen the process of
updating the electoral rolls,
sources said.

Acting as per the 2023 amend-
ment of the Registration of Births
and Deaths Act, 1969, which en-
abled the use of the registration
data for preparation of voters list,
the EC has started the process of
connecting its systems with the
Registrar General of India’s data.
Most states are a partof the portal.

“The Commission will now
obtain death registration data
electronically from the Registrar
General of India in line with Rule
9 of the Registration of Electors
Rules, 1960 and Section 3(5)(b)
of the Registration of Births and
Deaths Act, 1969 (asamended in
2023 ). This will ensure that the
Electoral Registration Officers

The data would act as
another source of
information

(EROs) receive timely informa-
tion about registered deaths.
This will also enable Booth Level
Officers (BLOs) to re-verify the
information through field visits,
without waiting for a formal re-
quest under Form 7" an EC state-
ment said on Thursday.

According to sources, the
data would act as another source
of information, which would
mean that the process could
start without the deceased elec-
tor’s family filling the Form 7.

After receiving the data elec-
tronically, the BLOs would be
able to visit the family of a de-
ceased elector and have the
Form 7 filled. Deletions would
only be done based on the Form
7, which is the EC's form for dele-
tion of an elector from the rolls,
they said.
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