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o ¥ yTIeR & BU H ST TAGTH/ DU YsHeX Gl AU G SaRaIdl
eIl FAUIRT 17+/ 18 q¥ & AR dqlel B BT AIS WY | AAGT AT
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o HHT: ¥ HaQWl & ¥U H Uoigd 3| AT B f Aorifoe < B BEH/ gar
I W P e[/ Afhgdr qE 3| AoEiiad d 9 Ry 31 Refa # #A
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g/ g
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S e A% &1 A , forer—
visg favafqene o199 , forer—
A D NG &5 T M Y9 & — A )
RN & IR &5 BT M UG G — (€ — e )

fateq 9EeRdT " - FRIERM IRl @
e/ gTied & fadie —

* TH WM & Ul — S USRS RGN ANRS & w9 § Alddid qedl # qof
AR @A 2 Q@ T ¥ dlbadd & Geldwul og MU Had Td qMId B

FAfoIgEs fFaeT $X1 o 999 oo § IR AFe® vU ¥ fFEgERr WRa et
AT g1 FeiRa waemar suer o § —

"gH, HRA & AT, Tidbad H 3O 3¢T ST W@ g, 3T < &I AldbdiAd TuRTsf 3R
o, Frger ofR =Mifagul gATa! &1 TRHET B SHE TG 94T TAS g1 § A gl aur e,
T, Sfd, TG, HTeT a7 fopt ot ueiy= 9 wrHifad g foeT Aae™ & &1 My ad g 1

“We, the citizens of India, having abiding faith in democracy, hereby pledge to uphold the
democratic traditions of our country and the dignity of free, fair and peaceful elections, and
to vote in every election fearlessly and without being influenced by considerations of
religion, race, caste, community, language or any inducement”.

FRIRR — & 9ed (1) FRIER — & 9 (2) FRIER — & 93 (3)
FRIRR — &0 dad (4) FRIER — & 9 (5) FRIER — & 93 (6)
BRIER — &7 e (7) FRIRR — &1 W (8) FRIRR — &1 Had (9)
TRIER — & 93 (10) THRR — &7 9ed (1) THRR — &7 9ed (12)
TRIER — & 9 (13) THRR — &7 9ed (14) THRR — & |eH (15)

TRIER — & 93 (16) BRIRR — & |ed (17) TR — & |3 (18)

XY — Uredd BXARIY — I

BEER — eI Uy TWER U4 HIeR —
(favmTTeaer /<RI Uer)
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List of International Days and Weeks (UN)

January
International Day of Education (A/RES/73/25)
International Day of Peaceful Coexistence (A/RES/79/269)

February
World Interfaith Harmony Week, 1-7 February (A/RES/65/5)
International Day of Human Fraternity (A/RES/75/200)

International Day for the Prevention of Violent Extremism as and when Conducive to

Terrorism (A/RES/77/243)
World Day of Social Justice (A/RES/62/10)

March

Zero Discrimination Day [UNAIDS]
International Women's Day

International Day of Happiness (A/RES/66/281)

24 Jan
28 Jan

01 Feb
04 Feb

12 Feb
20 Feb

01 Mar
08 Mar
20 Mar

Week of Solidarity with the Peoples Struggling against Racism and Racial Discrimination, 21-27

March (A/RES/34/24)

International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (A/RES/2142 (XXI))

World Poetry Day [UNESCO] (30 C/Resolution 29)
World Down Syndrome Day (A/RES/66/149)

21 Mar
21 Mar
21 Mar
21 Mar

International Day for the Right to the Truth concerning Gross Human Rights Violations and for the Dignity of

Victims (A/RES/65/196) 24 Mar
International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave
Trade (A/RES/62/122) 25 Mar
International Day of Zero Waste (A/RES/77/161) 30 Mar
April

International Day of Conscience (A/RES/73/329) 05 Apr
International Day of Sport for Development and Peace (A/RES/67/296) 06 Apr
World Health Day [WHO] (WHA/A.2/Res.35) 07 Apr
World Creativity and Innovation Day (A/RES/71/284) 21 Apr
International Mother Earth Day (A/RES/63/278) 22 Apr
International Day of Multilateralism and Diplomacy for Peace (A/RES/73/127) 24 Apr
International Delegate’s Day (A/RES/73/286) 25 Apr
World Intellectual Property Day [WIPQO] 26 Apr
May

World Press Freedom Day (UNESCO 26 C/Resolution 4.3) 03 May
World Migratory Bird Day [UNEP] 10 May
International Day of Living Together in Peace (A/RES/72/130) 16 May
World Telecommunication and Information Society Day (A/RES/60/252) 17 May
World Fair Play Day (A/RES/78/310) 19 May
International Tea Day [FAO] (A/RES/74/241) 21 May
World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development (A/RES/57/249) 21 May

Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of Non-Self-Governing Territories, 25-31 May (A/RES/54/91)

25 May


https://www.un.org/en/observances/education-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/73/25
https://www.un.org/en/observances/peaceful-coexistence-day
https://docs.un.org/A/RES/79/269
https://www.un.org/en/observances/interfaith-harmony-week
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/65/5
https://www.un.org/en/observances/human-fraternity
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/200
https://www.un.org/en/observances/prevention-extremism-when-conducive-terrorism-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/prevention-extremism-when-conducive-terrorism-day
https://www.undocs.org/en/A/RES/77/243
https://www.un.org/en/observances/social-justice-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/62/10
https://www.unaids.org/en/zero-discrimination-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/womens-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/happiness-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/66/281
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/34/24
https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-racism-day
https://undocs.org/A/RES/2142%20(XXI)
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/poetry
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000118514.page=70
https://www.un.org/en/observances/down-syndrome-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/66/149
https://www.un.org/en/observances/right-to-truth-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/right-to-truth-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/67/200
https://www.un.org/en/observances/transatlantic-slave-trade
https://www.un.org/en/observances/transatlantic-slave-trade
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/62/122
https://www.un.org/en/observances/zero-waste-day
https://www.undocs.org/en/A/RES/77/161
https://www.un.org/en/observances/conscience-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/73/329
https://www.un.org/en/observances/sport-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/67/296
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-health-day
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/86099/WHA2.35_eng.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/observances/creativity-and-innovation-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/71/284
https://www.un.org/en/observances/earth-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/63/278
https://www.un.org/en/observances/Multilateralism-for-Peace-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/73/127
https://www.un.org/en/observances/delegates-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/73/286
http://www.wipo.int/ip-outreach/en/ipday/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/press-freedom-day
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000090448.page=76
http://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/living-in-peace-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/72/130
https://www.un.org/en/observances/telecommunication-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/60/252
https://www.un.org/en/observances/fair-play-day
https://www.undocs.org/en/A/RES/78/310
https://www.fao.org/international-tea-day/en
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/241
https://www.un.org/en/observances/cultural-diversity-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/57/249
https://www.un.org/en/observances/non-self-governing-week
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/54/91

June

World Environment Day (A/RES/2994 (XXVII) 05 Jun
International Day for Dialogue among Civilizations (A/RES/78/286) 10 Jun
World Blood Donor Day [WHO] (WHA Resolution 58.13) 14 Jun
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (A/RES/66/127) 15 Jun
International Day for Countering Hate Speech (A/RES/75/309) 18 Jun
International Day for the Elimination of Sexual Violence in Conflict (A/RES/69/293) 19 Jun
World Refugee Day (A/RES/55/76) 20 Jun
International Day of Yoga (A/RES/69/131) 21 Jun
United Nations Public Service Day (A/RES/57/277) 23 Jun
International Day of Women in Diplomacy (A/RES/76/269) 24 Jun
International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking (A/RES/42/112) 26 Jun
United Nations International Day in Support of Victims of Torture (A/RES/52/149) 26 Jun
Micro-, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises Day (A/RES/71/279) 27 Jun
International Day of Deafblindness (A/RES/79/294) 27 Jun
International Day of Parliamentarism (A/RES/72/278) 30 Jun
July
International Day of Cooperatives (A/RES/47/90) 1™ Saturday of July
World Rural Development Day (A/RES/78/326) 06 Jul
World Population Day (A/RES/45/216) 11 Jul
International Day of Hope (A/RES/79/270) 12 Jul
World Youth Skills Day (A/RES/69/145) 15 Jul
Nelson Mandela International Day (A/RES/64/13) 18 Jul
World Chess Day (A/RES/74/22) 20 Jul
International Day for Judicial Well-being (A/RES/79/266) 25 Jul
International Day of Friendship (A/RES/65/275) 30 Jul
August
International Day of Awareness of the Special Development Needs and Challenges of Landlocked Developing
Countries (A /79/L.108) 06 Aug
International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples (A/RES/49/214) 09 Aug
International Youth Day (A/RES/54/120) 12 Aug
World Humanitarian Day (A/RES/63/139) 19 Aug
International Day of Remembrance and Tribute to the Victims of Terrorism (A/RES/72/165)

21 Aug
International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of Violence Based on Religion or
Belief (A/RES/73/296) 22 Aug
International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and Its Abolition [UNESCO] (29 C/Resolution 40)

23 Aug
International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances (A/RES/65/209) 30 Aug
September
International Day of Charity (A/RES/67/105) 05 Sep
International Day of the World’s Indigenous Women and Girls (A/RES/80/10) 05 Sep
International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies [UNEP] (A/RES/74/212) 07 Sep
International Day of Police Cooperation (A/RES/77/241) 07 Sep
International Literacy Day [UNESCO] (14 C/Resolution 1.441) 08 Sep
International Day to Protect Education from Attack (A/RES/74/275) 09 Sep
International Day of Democracy (A/RES/62/7) 15 Sep

International Day of Science, Technology and Innovation for the South (A/RES/78/259) 16 Sep
International Equal Pay Day (A/RES/74/142) 18 Sep



https://www.un.org/en/observances/environment-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/2994%20(XXVII)
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-for-dialogue-among-civilizations
https://www.undocs.org/EN/A/RES/78/286
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-blood-donor-day
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA58/WHA58_13-en.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/observances/elder-abuse-awareness-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/66/127
https://www.un.org/en/observances/countering-hate-speech
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/309
https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-sexual-violence-in-conflict-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/69/293
https://www.un.org/en/observances/refugee-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/55/76
https://www.un.org/en/observances/yoga-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/69/131
https://www.un.org/en/observances/public-service-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/57/277
https://www.un.org/en/observances/women-in-diplomacy-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/76/269
https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-drug-abuse-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/42/112
https://www.un.org/en/observances/torture-victims-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/52/149
https://www.un.org/en/observances/micro-small-medium-businesses-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/71/279
https://www.un.org/en/observances/deafblindness-day
https://www.undocs.org/A/RES/79/294
https://www.un.org/en/observances/parliamentarism-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/72/278
https://www.un.org/en/observances/cooperatives-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/47/90
https://www.un.org/en/observances/rural-development-day
https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/78/326
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-population-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/45/216
https://www.un.org/en/observances/hope-day
https://docs.un.org/A/RES/79/270
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-youth-skills-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/69/145
http://www.un.org/en/events/mandeladay/
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/64/13
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-chess-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/22
https://www.un.org/en/observances/judicial-well-being-day
https://docs.un.org/A/RES/79/266
https://www.un.org/en/observances/friendship-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/65/275
https://www.un.org/en/observances/landlocked-developing-countries-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/landlocked-developing-countries-day
https://docs.un.org/en/A/79/L.108
https://www.un.org/en/observances/indigenous-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/49/214
https://www.un.org/en/observances/youth-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/54/120
https://www.un.org/en/observances/humanitarian-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/63/139
https://www.un.org/en/observances/terrorism-victims-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/72/165
https://www.un.org/en/observances/religious-based-violence-victims-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/religious-based-violence-victims-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/73/296
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/slave-trade-remembrance
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000110220.page=72
https://www.un.org/en/observances/victims-enforced-disappearance
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/65/209
https://www.un.org/en/observances/charity-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/67/105
https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/80/10
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/212
https://www.un.org/en/observances/police-cooperation-day
https://www.undocs.org/en/A/RES/77/241
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/literacy
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000114048.xml=http:/www.unesco.org/ulis/cgi-bin/ulis.pl
https://www.un.org/en/observances/protect-education-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/275
https://www.un.org/en/observances/democracy-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/62/7
https://www.un.org/en/observances/science-technology-and-innovation-for-south-day
https://www.undocs.org/en/A/RES/78/259
https://www.un.org/en/observances/equal-pay-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/142

International Day of Peace (A/RES/36/67)

International Day of Sign Languages (A/RES/72/161)

World Tourism Day

International Day for Universal Access to Information (A/RES/74/5)

October

International Day of Older Persons (A/RES/45/106)
International Coffee Day (A/80/L.44)

International Day of Non-Violence (A/RES/61/271)
World Teachers’ Day [UNESCO] (27 C/INF.7)

World Post Day

World Migratory Bird Day [UNEP]

World Mental Health Day [WHO]

International Day of the Girl Child (A/RES/66/170)

International Day of Rural Women (A/RES/62/136)

Global Media and Information Literacy Week, 24-31 October (A/RES/75/267)

United Nations Day (A/RES/168 (Il))
International Day of Care and Support (A/RES/77/317)
World Cities Day (A/RES/68/239)

November

International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against Journalists (A/RES/68/163)

International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment in War and Armed

Conflict (A/RES/56/4)

21 Sep
23 Sep
27 Sep
28 Sep

01 Oct
01 Oct
02 Oct
05 Oct
09 Oct
11 Oct
10 Oct
11 Oct
15 Oct
24 Oct
24 Oct
29 Oct
31 Oct

02 Nov

06 Nov

International Day for the Prevention of and Fight against All Forms of Transnational Organized

Crime (A/RES/78/267)

International Day for Tolerance [UNESCO] (28 C/Resolution 5.61)
World Philosophy Day [UNESCO] (33 C/Resolution 37)

World Children's Day (A/RES/836(IX))

World Television Day (A/RES/51/205)

International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women (A/RES/54/134)

December

International Day for the Abolition of Slavery (A/RES/317(1V))
International Day of Persons with Disabilities (A/RES/47/3)
International Day of Banks (A/RES/74/245)

International Volunteer Day for Economic and Social Development (A/RES/40/212)

Human Rights Day (A/RES/423 (V))
International Day of Neutrality (A/RES/71/275)

15 Nov
16 Nov
21 Nov
20 Nov
21 Nov
25 Nov

02 Dec
03 Dec
04 Dec
05 Dec
10 Dec
12 Dec

International Day against Colonialism in All its Forms and Manifestations (A/RES/80/106)14 Dec

International Migrants Day (A/RES/55/93)
International Anti-Cybercrime Day (A/RES/79/243)

18 Dec
24 Dec


https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-peace
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/36/67
https://www.un.org/en/observances/sign-languages-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/72/161
https://www.un.org/en/observances/tourism-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/information-access-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/5
https://www.un.org/en/observances/older-persons-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/45/106
https://docs.un.org/en/A/80/L.44
https://www.un.org/en/observances/non-violence-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/61/271
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/teachers
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000095720.page=5
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-post-day
http://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/
http://www.who.int/mental_health/world-mental-health-day/en/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/girl-child-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/66/170
https://www.un.org/en/observances/rural-women-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/62/136
https://www.un.org/en/observances/media-information-literacy-week
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/267
https://www.un.org/en/observances/un-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/168%20(II)
https://www.un.org/en/observances/care-and-support-day
https://www.undocs.org/en/A/RES/77/317
https://www.un.org/en/observances/cities-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/68/239
https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-impunity-crimes-against-journalists
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/68/163
https://www.un.org/en/observances/environment-in-war-protection-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/environment-in-war-protection-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/56/4
https://www.un.org/en/observances/fight-against-transnational-crime-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/fight-against-transnational-crime-day
https://www.undocs.org/EN/A/RES/78/267
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/tolerance
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000101803_eng#page=75
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/philosophy
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000142825.page=86
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-childrens-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/836(IX)
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-television-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/51/205
https://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day
http://undocs.org/en/A/RES/32/40
https://www.un.org/en/observances/slavery-abolition-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/317(IV)
https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-of-persons-with-disabilities
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/47/3
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-of-banks
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/245
https://www.un.org/en/observances/volunteer-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/40/212
https://www.un.org/en/observances/human-rights-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/423%20(V)
https://www.un.org/en/observances/neutrality-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/71/275
https://www.un.org/en/observances/anti-colonialism-day
https://docs.un.org/A/RES/80/106
https://www.un.org/en/observances/migrants-day
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/55/93
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/cybercrime/day.html
https://docs.un.org/en/a/res/79/243

NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL DAYS (As Per DAVP)

JANUARY
12t NATIONAL YOUTH DAY
15" ARMY DAY
o NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA'’S BIRTHDAY
ANN./ NATIONAL DAY OF PATRIOTISM / DESH PREM DIVAS
25 INDIA TOURISM DAY
26" REPUBLIC DAY
FEBRUARY
14" Maatri - Pitra Poojan Divas (Innovated in Rajasthan*)
MARCH
g INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'’S DAY
12t DANDI MARCH DAY
21 INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE ELIMINATION OF RACIAL
DISCRIMINATION
23" MARTYRDOM DAY OF BHAGAT SINGH
APRIL
13" JALLIANWALA BAGH MASSACRE / BAISAKHI
14" BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF DR. AMBEDKAR
23" WORLD BOOK DAY
MAY
1 INTERNATIONAL LABOUR DAY / MAY DAY
3™ WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY
5t NATIONAL LABOUR DAY
g WORLD RED CROSS DAY
11" TECHNOLOGY DAY
15" INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE FAMILY
17" WORLD TELECOMMUNICATIONS DAY
24" COMMON-WEALTH DAY
31 NO TOBACCO DAY
JUNE
5 WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY

26" INTERNATIONAL DAYAGAINST DRUG ABUSE & ILLICIT TRAFFICKING



JULY

11" WORLD POPULATION DAY

AUGUST
gt QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT
15" INDEPENDENCE DAY
SEPTEMBER
5t TEACHER’S DAY
g INTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAY
14" HINDI DIVAS
27" WORLD TOURISM DAY
OCTOBER
1st -10" INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL OF INDIA
2nd MAHATMA GANDHI'S BIRTHDAY
2nd _gth ANTI-UNTOUCHABILITY WEEK
NOVEMBER
gt LEGAL SERVICES DAY
gih _14 INTERNATIONAL WEEK OF SCIENCE

14" -20" WORLD HERITAGE WEEK
15" —21%t NATIONAL COOPERATIVE WEEK

16" INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR TOLERANCE AND PEACE
19" -26™ QUAMI EKTA WEEK
26" CONSTITUTION DAY
DECEMBER
31 INTERNATIONAL DAY OF DISABLED PERSONS
g INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEER DAY FOR ECONOMIC AND

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
10" HUMAN RIGHTS DAY
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Felicitation of Fresher Students as well, the ones - registered as Voters afresh.

Essay Writing on - "Importance of Electoral Literacy and Ethical Voting in India' &
‘Informed Voters: Guardians of Democracy’.

Model Matdaan,

Debate/ Discussion Forums on Various Election Related Topics as -

(Electoral Participation of Women, PwDs;

Road Ahead for strengthening of Democracy in India,

Pro's & Con's of Existing Electoral System)

Seminar/ Table Talk/ Paper Reading on Various Election Related Topics as -
(Constitutional Priovisions of Right to Vote; SSR - SIR; Inclusive and Accessible
Elections in India; Difference between Election Dept. - ECI & State Election
Commission along with their Constitutional Provisions;

Roles & Responsibilities of - ECI, CEO - RJ, DEOs, EROs, BLOs;

Online Facilities for Voter by the ECI as - ECI NET, c-Vigil, VHA, KYC, Saksham
App etc.;

Comparision of Indian Electoral System with the same of other Countries)

Poem/ Song Writing & Singing (Main Bhaarat Hoon - Matdata Geet);

Voter Awareness Plays & Nukkad Naataks at the time of elections as well occasions of
Republic Day/Independence Day etc.

Democracy Wall - Signature Campaign,

Election Slogans' Writing Competition,

Letter/Social Media Online Post in c/w motivating Society/ Parents/ Friends for
mandatory as well ethical voting in elections on the Occasion of "Maatri - Pitra Poojan
Divas i.e. 14™ Februrary".

Electoral Quiz Competition (including full forms of electoral glossary abbreviations as
- VVPAT, CEC, CEO, DEO,ERO, AERO, PRO etc.)

Voter Awareness Games & Questionnaire

Voter Awareness Rally/ Human Chain,

Drawing & Painting Competition in context of Electoral Literacy,

Designing Rangoli & Mehandi in context of Voter Awareness,
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Manoj Kumar Sahoo ™~
Deputy Election Commissioner Election Commission of Indi.

D.0.No. ECI/1/2023, Dated 07" November, 2023
Dear Ma'am/ {ar

As you are aware, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on electoral literacy was signed
on 02.11.2023 between the Election Commission of India (ECI) and the Ministry of Education,
involving the Department of School Education & Literacy and the Department of Higher Education.
A copy of the signed MoU is attached herewith for your kind perusal.

2. As an immediate follow up action, | have written to Secretaries of both the Departments in
the Ministry of Education highlighting priorities to operationalise the provisions of the MoU. As we
are racing against time for the Lok Sabha Elections 2024, following specific action points require your
kind attention:

i.)  Co-ordinating with State Education Departments to assess how they propose to
operationalise the provisions of this MoU in every School, College and Institution of
Higher Education by making it an integral part of their functioning; '

ii.)  Co-ordinating with State Education Boards on systematically integrating voter education
and electoral literacy into the curricular framework, starting from classes 6 to 12 in all
schools. A comprehensive proposal from the Commission is already under consideration
of the NCERT. It is expected that they will introduce and update textbooks to include the
content fram next academic year and State Boards will follow suit;

iii.)  Scaling up the programme of ELC and facilitating State Education Departments to have a
greater sense of ownership with you to effectively run ELCs. And ELCs may be leveraged
for higher youth turnout in forthcoming elections;

iv.)  Evolving a robust mechanism with Schools and Colleges to fulfil the aspirational objective
of ECI to handover the voter ID card to every student immediately after attaining the age
of 18 years. | am sure you are taking necessary steps already under SSR, 2024;

v.)  Taking up with State Education Department to see that one of the rooms in every senior
secondary school is designated as the 'Democracy Room' for regular display of voter
education materials

3. Looking forward to your wholehearted support for this noble endeavour.

With rcawuu_
Yours A"‘ﬂw\'&a/

0?1122
(Manoj Kumar Sahoo)
To,
Chief Electoral Officers of All States/ UTs

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi - 110 001, Tel: 011-23052114
e-mail: decmks@eci.gov.in  Waebsite: www.ecl.gov.in

Ao ATHaA WD R

G'reater Participation for a Stronger Democracy
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
This Méihorandum of Understanding (hereinafter to be referred to as "“MOU") is signed on
this 2" November, 2023. :

BETWEEN

The ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA, a constitutional body, having its registered office at
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi -01 (hereinafter referred to as "ECI")

AND

Ministry of.EdUcation including the Department of School Education & Literacy (DoSEL)
and Department of Higher Education (DoHE) on the Other Part

And shall hereafter be collectively known as “Partners”

WHEREAS:

The ECI is a body under the Constitution mandated with the ‘superintendence, direction
and control' of the conduct of elections to the Parliament and every State Legislature

and preparation and revision of electoral rolls;

Further, ECI has been pursuing the ideals of inclusive & accessible elections and
infformed & ethical voting and striving to address the issues of youth apathy
(national enrolment rate in 18-19-year age cohort is less than 14%) and urban apathy
(voter turnout in cities is significantly lower than the average national turnout and
metropolitan cities have been amongst the least voter turnout areas of the country) by
making concerted efforts and forging suitable partnerships;

whe iy e
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AND:

AND:

AND:

AND:

WHEREAS, the Department of School Education & Literacy is responsible for ensuring
school education and literacy in the country through universal access to quality
education which is fundamental for developing an equitable and just society, promoting
n‘?qtional development, scientific advancement, national integration, and cultural
p'g!eservation. The DoSEL works through its autonomous/Statutory bodies and state
governments and their autonomous/ statutory bodies; 3

‘WHEREAS, the Department of Higher Education, is responsible for the overall

development of the basic infrastructure of the Higher Education sector and looks after
the expansion of access and qualitative improvement in Higher Education, through
world-class Universities, Colleges and other Institutions and regulates all institutions
imparting higher education in the country through University Grants Commission (UGC),
All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) and other statutory bodies;

WHEREAS, ECI is implementing its flagship programme called Systematic Voters’
Education and Electoral Participation (hereinafter to be referred to as ‘SVEEP’) that aims
at universal and enlightened participation of all eligible citizens in elections inter alia by

addressing urban and youth apathy;

WHEREAS, Continuous Electoral and Democracy Education (CEDE) is an important
component of SVEEP strategy which needs to be formalized and grounded in the school
and higher education system in order to motivate future voters for greater electoral
participation that would enable them to be responsible citizens who take pride in being a
part of our democratic system in an informed manner with a sense of duty and purpose

to strengthen our democracy,

WHEREAS, the National Education Policy 2020 (NEP) is a transformative initiative to
usher India to prepare itself to meet the challenging demands of a 21°" Century

knowledge society; o\/
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AND:

AND:

AND:

AND:
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WHEREAS, the National Curriculum Framework (hereinafter to be referred to as 'NCF')

being developed by NCERT, an Autonomous Body under the DoSEL, is one of the key
components of NEP 2020, that enables and energizes this transformation, informed by
thé approach of NEP 2020. The revision of NCF provides an opportunity for ECI to
in_tfgrate voter education and electoral literacy in the curricular framework of various

grades of schools;

WHEREAS, ECI carries out the SVEEP programme in collaboration with government
departments and partner agencies at various levels who have the complementary
strength and objectives; for achieving optimal and sustainable outcomes, electoral
literacy needs to become a formal part of the school/college education system in the
form of a structured, curricular, co-curricular and extra-curricular activities and having
due linkages with accreditation and assessment systems;

WHEREAS, both Partners have agreed to enter into an MoU to collaborate in their
endeévours to attract the young minds in classes 6-12 and at the college level towards
understanding the democratic electoral process, teach them the specific details of the
constitutional and legal foundations of our electoral system, the core values and
processes of inclusive, accessible and ethical elections and the range of election
technologies as a means of empowering the citizen through ease of registration and
ease of participation as a voter, besides also strengthening the school and college
campus system for facilitating registration of newly eligible voters;

WHEREAS, DoSEL and DoHE are also in a position to facilitate the registration of young

voters.

THEREFORE:

Under this MoU, the DoSEL & DoHE, as the case may be, will:

1) Integrate voter education and electoral literacy in a systematic manner in the curricular

framework under NCF for classes 6 to 12 for all school_s‘ of the country;
W I N
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2)

3)

4)
5)

6)

7)

8)

Integrate voter education and electoral literacy appropriately in the curricular framework
for all colleges/universities in a manner and to the extent of credit & hours suitable for

different disciplines.

Introduce/update textbooks of NCERT to incorporate electoral literacy and advise State
Education Boards and other Boards to do the same;

Oﬁi_ent/train teachers in imparting electoral literacy in the classrooms;

Mainstream voter education content in teaching, learning-and assessment; and voter
education and electoral literacy in pre-service teacher education courses;

Create an institutional framework for using anonymised & aggregated UDISE (Unified
District Information System for Education), All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE)
and other databases of students who have attained 17+ years of age with due regard to
data privacy and protection with a view to facilitating online voter registration of eligible
and prospective students after every qualifying date (1** January, 1% April, 1* July and
1** October of every calendar year) and during the Annual‘Summary Revision of
Electoral’'Rolls (in the last quarter of every calendar year) using voter registration portals
and mobile apps of ECI; evolve a robust mechanism to fulfil the aspirational goal of ECI
to handover the Voter ID card to every student of the country immediately after their

attaining the age of 18 years; -

Develop an institutional framework for inculcating a sense of ownership amongst State
Education Departments for the Elecioral Literacy Clubs (ELCs) in schools/colleges for
new/future voters, and other co-curricular activities for imparting voter awareness
amongst students with a view to making them fully conversant with the electoral system
of the country and inculcate in them the willingness to register as voters and participate

in every election in a passionate, informed and ethical manner;

Conduct online/offline/blended training of nodal teachers for organising ELC activities
and appoint/train campus ambassadors in schools and colleges to lead the ELC

activities;

Include Electoral Literacy in the curriculum for adult literacy and basic education,
develop educational content on electoral processes for life-long learning and make

electoral literacy an integrated component of life-long education.



10) Disseminate communication material on electoral literacy prepared in consultation with

-ECI through various forms of media appropriate for school/college students;

11) Organise mobilisation campaigns and participatory activities in schools/colleges,
administer a pledge to vote by students, organising mock polls, EVM-VVPAT
demonstrations, information about ECI mobile apps, conduct competitions for electoral

education and outreach;

12) Organise intensive activities on the occasion of National Voters' Day (25" January), and
undertake voter awareness drive by students during the election time;

13) Devise a system of credits for students taking part in CEDE to pursue higher studies;

14) To regularly monitor the electoral literacy programme in all schools/colleges/universities

at the national and state levels, among other things, to meet its obje&ﬁvm ensure
the non-political and non-partisan character of the collaboration;

15) Introduce electoral literacy awareness programmes in colleges/universities wherever
elections to student bodies are held for inculcating practices of ethical voting right from
the formative days and ensuring free, fair & inducement-free ethical elections at the

student union level;

16) Designate and brand one of the rooms in every senior secondary school as the
‘Democracy Room' for displaying SVEEP /matenal on regular basis and conducting

CEDE activities around the year,

17) Ensuring end-to-end accessibility of every school/college building which is used as a
polling station during elections, by providing standard ramps (1:10 gradient slope); an
adequate number of separate male and female toilets and accessible toilets; and proper

—

lighting/electricity.
18) Devise a mechanism by which the National Assessment and Accreditation Council

(NAAC) includes electoral literacy as one of the components in conducting assessment
and accreditation of ngher Educatlonal Institutions.




THAT THE ECI WILL:

1) Provide information, inputs, and assistance in defining content to be included in the

2)

3)

4)

5)

curricular framework so that electoral literacy becomes an integral part of the school
education system and the adult education system.

ld'entify co-curricular content based on activities, which could also be suitably developed
in ;;onsultation with DoSEL/DHE;

Prepare online content for training and conduct training of master trainérs in the domain
of SVEEP and outreach activities for capacity building of teachers/field functionaries:

Share prototype IEC material for wider dissemination through MoE infrastructure,

networks and platforms;

Chief Electoral Officers (CEQOs), District Election Officers (DEOs), Electoral Registration
Officers (EROs), and Booth Level Officers (BLOS) shall coordinate with the school/
higher education administration at respective levels for efficient execution of the
partnership and take part in voter education and voter registration activities/events.

THAT BOTH THE PARTNERS WILL:

1.

Operationalize the provisions of this MoU in every School /Centrally Funded College /
University by making it an integral part of the routine functioning of their relevant
authorities and personnel and issue necessary directions to all the other Colleges /
Universities for making it an integral pért of the routine functioning of their relevant

authorities and personnel.

Report and document action taken and lessons learnt under the MoU and appropriately

disseminate success stories;

Review the operationalization of this MoU on a six-monthly basis or such other shorter

periods as mutually decided at the national level;

i
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This MoU will be valid for a period of five years, unless cancelled earlier with mutual

consent, and can be extended from time to time,
sl T

Signed on behalf of:

First Party:

I

';,i!

Signature

T2

Manoj Kumar Sahoo
(Deputy Election Commissioner)

MANOJ KUMAR SAHOO
s T

STTRET =y
lection Commission of India
/Nirvachan Sadan

w Ashoka Road

|t JNew Deini-110001

In the presence of:

Mv\‘;

Sigpatur o Sty
s\;ﬁ SANTOSH AJMERA

Ehrector :
( on mission of India
w Nirvachan Sadan
JAshoka Road
o = Delhl-110001
Signature
Love Kush Yadav
(Under Secretary)
WP I1eT /LOVE KUSH YADAY
3N /Under Secretary

un'v&-r ST
Election Commission of India
W&H / Nirvachan Sadan

/ Ashoka Road
7§ R&f-110001/ New Delhi-110001
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Second Party :

Wﬁx

)
Signature (Rmo'NCWA_L KOULY
-fery 1
g G, of india
@1 /Min. of Education
/Dlo Higher Education

IS
fRax

. Smt. Rina SBHow: Delhi

Joint Secretary (Higher Education)
Department of Higher Education, MoE

Signature

. Smt. Prachi Pandey

Joint Sewﬂ%ﬁm&% & Trainin
R /daint Secretary g)

Depa B n'lg’dmtlon &
Literaay peb@k o s s sy

¥ W, 7§ Mveh/Shasici Bhawan, New Dsihi

Signature

Ajmza

U Eg m )
gw'vlwﬁw/u,ndor Bmp)lnry
"y WRETT/ Govt. of India

e d=Tera/Min. of Education
aweare fRrar fav1/Dio Hights Educavon

Mm.dmwmwﬂ

Signatdre,
Praveen Kumar Sachan

{Under Secre,taryh_w)
Drgu
(ﬂl“‘,ﬂum Secretry
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1. ElectoralLiteracy Clubs -Introduction

Electoral Literacy Clubs are being set up in the
country to promote electoral literacy in all age groups of the
Indian citizens through engaging and interesting activities
and hands-on experience but in an apolitical, neutral and
non-partisan manner.

Electoral Literacy Clubs are especially being set up in
colleges all across India targeting the new voters, (in the age-
group of 18-21 years old) pursuing their graduation.

The club will have all the students from all semesters
as its members. The following sections will talk in detail on
how the ELC will be set up, who will be its participants,
convener, where and how it will be conducted and what
activitiesitwillinclude.

2. Objectives

I.  To educate the targeted populations about voter
registration, electoral process and related matters
through hands on experience;

I[I. To facilitate EVM and VVPAT familiarization and
education about the robustness of EVM as well as the
integrity of the electoral process using EVMs;

III. To help the target audience understand the value of
their vote and exercise their right to franchise in a
confident, comfortable and ethical manner;

IV. To harness the potential of ELC members for carrying
the electoral literacy in communities;

V. To facilitate voter registration for its eligible members

who are not yet registered;

Every Vote Counts
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VI. To develop a culture of electoral participation and
maximize the informed and ethical voting and follow the
principle 'Every vote counts’ and 'No Voter to be Left
Behind'.

3. Members

The club will have students as its members. One can
become a member by registering herself/himself at the
beginning of the academic year. After registration, one is
recognized as a member till the completion of her/his
graduation course.

4. Structure

ELC may be named as per the name of the College/
Institute and will be_set up and coordinated by the Nodal
Officer. It is proposed that 1 ELC be set up per college.
However, if need be, chapters of the same can be introduced
for different departments/schools within the university. The
institution may decide how to proceed as per its convenience.

5. Nodal Officer /Mentor

One or two teachers from the Political Science
Department ofthe college will actas the Nodal Officers for the
ELC. They will also act as Mentors for the respective ELC. The
teachers with election duty experience should be given
preference for this work. Their job content will focus on:

L Promoting and supervising Club enrollment.

II.  Supervising the election and formation of the
Executive Committee of ELC.

III.  Coordinating between the District Election Officer
and the ELC for exchange of resources, information
etc.

IV. Attemptgenerating new resources and forward the
same to the District Election Officer.

V.

Guiding and supervising the development of the
calendar of activities for the year by the Executive
Council.

Note- Nodal Officer will be free to engage the Executive
Committee Members in the operations ofthe ELC

6. Executive Committee

L

II.

[1L.

The club would be run by an elected body from
amongst the ELC member students with elected
representatives from each of the classes.

The committee members can only be students who
are already enrolled as voters.

The committee must not include any politically
active student. However, students with political
affiliations may enroll themselves as common
members of the ELC itself.

Resource Guide Electoral Literacy Club | 7
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I[V. The elected representatives shall constitute the II. Conducting activities under the overall guidance of
Executive Committee of the ELC. the Executive Committee and Mentor/ Nodal Officer
V.  The elected representatives will elect one of the III. Any other task assigned by the Executive
representatives as its Chairman and another as Vice Committee and Mentor/Nodal Officer.
Chairman.

VI. The Executive Committee, under the guidance, 8. Term of Office

consultation and supervision of the Nodal Officer will I. The Executive Committee and Convener(s) of the

beresponsible for organizing the activities of the ELC. Electoral Literacy Club would have a tenure of 1 year

VII. The elected body shall endeavour to generate the extending to 2 years, from the day of assuming

culture of electoral participation amongst the ELC charge. The final decision on the term of office will
members and will have the following role: lie with the Nodal Officer.

i.  Organizingthe Club enrolment II. The representative will have to be registered as a

ii. Planning activities for the ELC and developing the member of the ELC.

calendar of activities for the year
: i 9. Venue
iii. Framing further guidelines for smooth conduct of

ELCactivities The venue for ELC meeting can be one of the
classrooms which can be utilized after classes or any venue
decided by the Executive Committee. Venue is also subject to
change depending on the various activities.

iv. Supervising the conduct of activities as per the
calendar

v. Generating ELCresources

vi. Facilitating the enrollment of students not 10. ELCSessions

registered as voters o :
& There shall be activities based sessions. Hours/

sessions earmarked for them shall range between a total of

7. Convener 8-10 hours in the academic year. ELC is common for all

Campus Ambassador(s), wherever they are appointed, students of the college.
will act as the Convener(s) of the ELC and will assist the Nodal
Officer in discharge of their functions. Where Campus 11. Activities

Ambassadors are not appointed, Nodal Officers and the
Executive Committee may nominate interested student(s) as
Convener(s). The Convener shall be responsible for:

This Electoral Literacy Guide Book for Colleges
comprises a detailed description of activities. Executive
Committee are at liberty to pick and modify the activities or
. Identifying and involving student members in even create new ones as long as they stay on the lines of voter
organizing various ELCactivities education. Of these activities, the Wall Magazine Activity will

Resource Guide Electoral Literacy Club | 8
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be amonthly feature to be conducted by the clubs. Ballot Bistro
and Special Registration Drive shall be a mandatory activity.

12. Social Media Presence and Outreach

L

IL.

I1.

Note:

The ELC Executive Committee are expected to post
relevant content (event announcements, updates,
results, initiatives, current affairs, online/offline
contests, registration drives, et al.) regularly on a
dedicated Facebook page and group, Youtube Channel
(live streaming of events, recorded content and related
content) anchored by the Nodal Officer/Mentor
(permanent) and the current committee (1 year term).

Additionally, the Executive Committee is expected to
maintain and post relevant interactive material
regularly on a dedicated Pinterest board and
Instagram profile. Best judgement, absolute neutrality
and discretion should be observed by the
administrators while posting any content on online
fora.

Integrate the College/University ELC's Facebook and
YouTube profiles with Election Commision of India’s
Facebook page and official YouTube Channel.

College and University ELCs are free to leverage
other online and social media platforms to broaden
their reach Nodal Officer shall ensure non-partisan
nature of content shared online.

13. Mandatory Rules

L.

IL.

ELCs shall have no association with any political party
or political groups.

None of the ELC activities (Motivators Invite, Ballot

[II.

IV.

14.

X

Bistro, other cultural activities) should involve
Partisan forcesinany form.

As far as participation is concerned, students,
regardless of their political affiliations are free to
take partin ELC activities.

It's the duty of the Executive Committee to prepare
an Annual Report after the completion of its term.
The Annual Report should detail out the activities
(online and offline) conducted, duties discharged
and results recorded by the ELC over the year. It can
be submitted to the concerned DEO through the
Nodal Officer.

Inclusion of Students with Disabilities

The ELCs will be an inclusive club that must make
every attempt to ensure the participation of students
with disabilities.

The Convener shall make efforts to promote
inclusion and sensitize other club members about
the same.

The venue for all ELC activities should be on the
ground floor of the college building to ensure easy
access.

[fa student with hearing impairment is attending the
meeting, sign language interpreter should be made
available for their convenience (the interpreter may
be acompanion thatthe studentalready has)

Any activity conducted in the club should not leave
behind students with disabilities.

Students with disabilities will be fairly represented
inthe club.

Every Vote Counts
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Activity: The ELC Wall Magazine

The idea behind a wall magazine is to create and share
electoral literacy information in an interesting, creative and
engaging manner and encourage participation from all
students.

For this purpose the wall in a prominent part of the college
would be used. This shall be called the 'ELC Wall'. The wall

1 5 ACTIVITIES WITH will display various contents related to electoral literacy

which can be pasted or pinned or even painted, if allowed.

INSTRUCTIONS College Administration shall allot a wall space or display

board in the identified college corridor. Theme of the wall
magazine will keep changing every month.

Method

1. The ELC guided by the Executive Committee, will
manage the wall magazine. A group of members may
work as the core team to manage the wall magazine.

2. Theme of the wall magazine will keep changing every
month.

3. The wall magazine shall invite contribution from
students of all semesters in the form of articles, essays,
poems, sketches, paintings, letters, word games etc on
the current theme.

4. The contents within the theme shall be changed weekly
or fortnightly depending upon the quantity of
contribution from the students.

5. The wall magazines shall also display important
announcements regarding major ELC activities being
conducted in the month.

6. Thewallwill be divided into 4 major sections.

No Voter to be Left Behin Every Vote Counts
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Timeline

Section 1 Section 2 Suggested Themes for Wall Magazine
It will feature a glossary | It will feature contribution Following are alist of themes for the wall magazine -
of election related terms | by the students on the
and fundamental dicta current theme, which shall 1. Democracy: The Government of the People, by the
related to the theme. be based on various aspects People, for the People
Dicta must comprise 2-3 | of the election process. _ _
short but imporl’zant These stories shall be 2. My Vote is My Right/The Value of a Vote
statement/pirces of dhevelopled by tél(ej stgder&t; 3.  Inclusive Elections: Every Vote Counts the Same
information/facts related ther;lse Ve? ;’Hl epicted in . .
R the form of illustration. 4. Ethical and Informed Voting
: Alternatively, this section
can showcase theme 5. Model Code of Conduct
related election stories 6 Secrecy of Vote
which can be picked from ' y
the Belief in the Ballot. 7. Integrity of Electoral Process through use of EVM
and VVPAT
Section 3 Section 4 . _
It will invite responses This Section will consist of 8. Knowing Your Candidate
from the audience on announcements an_d 9 National Voters' Day
theme related questions deS_CI_‘lptlonS of major
such as 'are you eligible | activities to be carried out 10.  Election Manifestoes
to vote?', 'are you by the ELC. . .
prepared to vote?', 'how | A part of this section will 11. Exitand Opinion Polls
to become a voter?' etc. | De leftblank to give the 12.  Social Media and Political Campaigning
Space shall be provided | V'¢W€r some space to pose
for students to respond ql.lest}ons.
in the same section District Contact Centre
' No. (Election) shall be
prominently displayed.

The wall magazine will be updated every month with a
new theme. The contents on the wall magazine may be
changed daily or weekly depending upon the quantity of
contribution from the students.

No Voter to be Left Behind Every Vote Counts
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Activity: Ballot Bistro expected to engage and contribute actively to the
happenings of the event. It must be ensured by the ELC that
the session is conducted in a mixture of English and the
relevant regional language. An entirely on-ground event,
ELC members are free to record or, live stream the event on
social media channels to ensure alarger reach.

Reviving the retro culture of coffee house discussions, Ballot
Bistro would essentially comprise discussion and
brainstorming sessions in the college canteen and cafes,
moderated by ELC members on subjects pertaining to youth
inclusion, engagement and involvement in the electoral
procedure.

Duration: 2 hours

Possible Themes: ELC members can come up with the
themes of the Ballot Bistro discussion on their own or refer
to the following list -

e Voter Education:An Undermined Necessity

e Votingshould be made Mandatory by the State

e Whatwill make India Vote?

e Inclusionin Elections

e Online Voting: the way forward or opening a
potential Pandora's box?

e Should candidates accused of serious offences be
disqualified from contesting elections?

e Opinion and Exit polls should be restricted and
regulated.

e EVM/VVPAT Awareness

e Knowingwhatyoudon'twant: NOTA

Participants: Ballot Bistro is a compulsory activity for all ELC
members. Non-ELC members too are free to join the Bistro
sessions.

Procedure: After declaring the motion of the day, the house
would be opened to all present to come forward, voice his/her
views, opinions, stance and perspective on the subject.
Although informal in essence, participants of Ballot Bistro are

No Voter to be Left Be Every Vote Counts
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Activity: Young Voter’s Festival or Yuva
MatdataMahotsav

This will be a 1-2 days festive event organized by the ELC
members in the odd semester. The students have the choice of
making this event open to all city colleges or organize it
exclusively for its own college students. The Festival/
Mahotsav will bring together members of all college societies
to organize an array of events. A few event suggestions are-

Art Contests: Including graffiti, posters, woodcuts/
lithography contests, College/University ELCs can leverage
Inter/Intra- College Art Contests as an interactive medium to

(LI

build awareness and sensitize the youth regarding issues of
elections, electoral processes, voting, democracy and politics
in general.

Mime Act/Street Plays/Roadshows: Conducted in
collaboration with the College/University Dramatics Society

and staged in major youth fests like- Mood Indigo, Antaragni,
0ASIS, Malhar, Rendezvous etc.

Photography Contests, Film Screenings and Short Film
Making Contest: Conducted in collaboration with
Photography Society and Film Society of the college/
university, movies, documentaries and still images convey
vivid messages and help generate awareness and build
salience for viewers about the subject under consideration-
i.e. electoral processes, elections, democracies, citizens'
rights and duties. They actas persuasive instruments, which,
ifemployed effectively could aid in behavior change.

Subjects/Themes of the Short Film Making Contest and the
Photography Contest would be declared in advance by the
ELC Board in conferment with the general students of the
college/university. Similarly, the list of films to be showcased

can be sourced based on recommendations from the student
populace of the institution. A follow-up, study and analysis
session, post-screening can be convened by the ELC.

Resource Guide Electoral Literacy Club | 19
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Dance/Music competitions: Conducted in collaboration
with the dance and music society of the college respectively,
the events can invite participation for thematic story telling
through dancing and bands can battle out songs motivating
the youth to vote.

Alternatively, ELC members can pick the above activities
individually, and organize contests for the same separately
anytime during the academicyear.

Rap and Poetry Slams: Conducted in association with the
Literary Society or, Music Society of the college/university,
Inter/Intra-College Rap Battles and Poetry Slam contests have
been considered as en vogue devices to engage with the youth.
As an extension to that, subject matters pertaining to
representation, youth as change agents, democracy, elections,
politics, franchise, suffrage et al. can best be highlighted via
such media. ELCs can hold such contests periodically to
engage and build a dialogue with the student populace. Open
to being covered online, a special jury can be invited or, a
popular voting system can be devised to decide the winner.

Election Quiz: A quiz on election and electoral process can be
conducted among the students by the ELC in association with
the college Quiz society.

Voters Pledge: A mandatory activity will be the assembly of
all young event attendees and taking of the Voters Pledge by
the same. The pledge can also be publicized on Social Media
Platforms by the ELC members.

X

Activity: Special Drive

All college students above the age of 18 who are

Indian citizens are eligible to vote. It is thus important that
all of them register as electors. The ELC members will be
entrusted with the responsibility of motivating their peers
to register themselves and they will hold a special
registration drive for the same.

Procedure

The ELC members will
carry out promotionsin the
college speaking about the
purpose of the special
drive.

They will conduct a session
on how to get registered
(by filling form 6) and talk
aboutthe various documents required.

The ELC members will contact their constituency's BLO
and invite him/her for a special session with the college
students.

On a select day, they will set up a booth distributing
form 6 and giving students the opportunity to fill their
forms outand submititto the BLO.

For students belonging to other cities and states, they
can be made aware about National Voters' Service
Portal: www.nvsp.in and asked to register themselves
online.

Duration: Halfday

Timeline: The activity shall be conducted around the time

ofthe summary revision of the respective State.

Every Vote Counts
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Activity: Debate/Speech Elocution Competition

Debates and discussions are a great way for

conversation to get going amongst the youth. ELC members,
through Ballot Bistros would have already garnered enough
knowledge on the electoral process and subjects related to
voter awareness. They will thus take the conversation further
by organizing an inter-college competition.

Procedure

The ELC members along with the executive committee
will decide on the format of the competition. It can be a
parliamentary debate, a normal debate, a panel
discussion oraspeech elocution competition.

Theme for the same shall be decided by the ELC
members with the approval of the executive
committee. You may refer to the list of themes
mentioned in the Ballot Bistro activity for ideas.

All city colleges will be invited for participation. The
eventshall be properly publicized.

A two hour event shall be conducted, complete with
judges, rewards and certificates.

Timeline: Anytime inthe even semester.

X

Activity: National Voters’ Day Celebration

The National Voters' Day, celebrated on 25" January of
every year, is significant in its purpose to encourage young
voters to take partin the electoral process.

As members of the ELC, it is important for this day to be
recognized, and its importance highlighted. Thus, ELC
members will hold a special assembly/function within the
college where all students and faculty members will be
invited.

e Students will decorate the venue with posters and
other artwork emphasizing the value of voting.

e The District Election Officer or representatives from
his/her office maybe invited to this event.

e ELC members will act as anchors to this event. They
will plan out a cultural programme around the event
which will include stage play, group singing/band
performance, dance performance and speech
elocution etc by students.

e This special function should also observe the
distribution of merchandise like badges, t-shirts,
bookmarks etc. to the students.

e Works of ELC members and other students for
electoral literacy shall be recognized in the NVD
function.

e Participants from Matdata Mahotsav too maybe
invited and awarded their prizes in the function.

Every Vote Counts
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Activity: Motivators Invite

Envisioned as informal interactive meets/sessions
with non-partisan personalities and youth icons like activists
and social entrepreneurs, Motivators Invite events are
expected to delve upon issues of youth and democracy,
elections, adult franchise, politics and contemporary world
politics. Primarily regarded as instruments of initiating a
conversation and dialogue on subjects and issues marked by
youth apathy, a Motivators Invite event can be divided into
two segments- first, the guest speaker's address on a pre-
decided subject and second, an interactive Q&A session with
the attendees. ELC members are free to record or, live stream
the eventvia social media handles.

Procedure

The Influencers Invite Event can be either conducted as an
exclusive event or included in the NVD celebrations or at the
Matdata Mahotsav.

Duration: 2 hours

Regular Activity: Featured Stories in the College
Magazine

The ELC can collaborate with the Editorial Board in-
charge of the College magazine (Annual /Monthly/ Quarterly)
to feature stories, anecdotes shared by students on why they
place their faith on electoral democracy.

The best stories from colleges in each zone can be
compiled to create a 'Belief in the Ballot' series for Young and
Future Voters.

Regular Activity: Social Media Based Activities

The ELC in college is expected to have its own dedicated
Social Media handles (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and
such).

ELCs will regularly hold activities/contests on this page
and also try to reach out to audiences with messages of voter
awareness. Some suggested activities are -

Logo Designing
Tagline Writing
Poster Making
GIF Making
Blog Writing

Poll Rapporteuring - ELC members will prepare a
short video reporting the proceeding from their
nearest polling station if there is an election being held
in their constituency and post it on their social media
handle.

Every Vote Counts
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16.Proposed Schedule of Activities

Sr| Activity Provisional Timeline
0dd Semester
1 | Election of new ELC Executive
Committee
2 | Ballot Bistro July
3 | Freshers' Debate
4 | Rap Battle
5 | Poetry Slam August
6 | Mime Act
7 | Ballot Bistro
September
8 | Motivators Invite
9 | Photography Contest
10/ Art Contest
October
11| Motivators Invite
12| Preparations for National Voters'
Day
November
13| Announcement of Short
© Filmmaking Contest
% 14 Wall Magazine &_Featured Story Regular Activity
E in College Magazine
O
> Even Semester
g 15| Celebration of National Voters'
= Day January
g 16/ Motivators Invite
3 17| Film Screening February
i
o 18/ CEO's visit March
5 19 Ballot Bistro April
3 20| Registration Drive for 18+ May
§ students
& 21| Wall Magazine & Featured Story | Regular Activity
in College Magazine

No Voter to be Left Behin

17. Resources

W=

Belief in Ballot
Sentinels of Democracy
FAQ & Glossary

Handbook for Returning officers
http://eci.gov.in/ eci_main/ ElectoralLaws/
HandBooks/ RO%20HANDBOOK_24022014.pdf

www.nvsp.in

Every Vote Counts
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Ministry of Education

ECI signs MoU with the Ministry of Education to bring
Electoral Literacy to Classrooms across the country

It will integrate voter education and electoral literacy
Into the curricular framework, starting from classes 6
to 12 in all schools

From Classroom to Polling Stations: the move will
‘catch them young’ and prepare students in schools
for their first vote; democratic values and ethos to be

Ingrained at formative age

'Democracy Room' in senior secondary schools for
display of voter education materials and activities

NCERT to include content on electoral literacy in
school textbooks and to advise State Education
Boards to follow suit

Posted On: 02 NOV 2023 9:38PM by PIB Delhi

School and College students will soon learn about their future role and duties as voters in the election process,
as part of the curricular and extra-curricular interventions in educational institutions. A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on electoral literacy was signed today between the Election Commission of India (ECI)

and the Ministry of Education.



The MoU underscores the development of an institutional framework that seeks to incorporate electoral
literacy formally into the school and college education system. This includes structured curricular, co-
curricular, and extracurricular activities, all of which will help in preparing future and new voters for greater
electoral participation and in effect strengthening democracy. It is crucial to capture the attention of young
minds and educate them about the significance and value of their vote in every election.

Salient features of the MoU:

- Systematically integrating voter education and electoral literacy into the curriculum, starting from classes
6 to 12 in all schools.

- This integration will also extend to the curricular framework for all colleges and universities, tailored to
suit different disciplines and credited accordingly.

- NCERT will introduce and update textbooks to include content on electoral literacy and will advise State
Education Boards and other Boards to follow suit.

- Emphasises the orientation and training of teachers in effectively imparting electoral literacy in
classrooms.

- Fosters a sense of responsibility within State Education Departments for establishing Electoral Literacy
Clubs (ELCs) in schools and colleges.

- Encourages various activities to promote voter awareness among students, ensuring they are well-versed
with the country's electoral system and encouraging them to register as voters and participate
enthusiastically, with a well-informed and ethical approach, in every election.

- Seeks to evolve a robust mechanism to fulfil the aspirational goal of ECI to handover the voter ID card to
every student immediately after their attaining the age of 18 years: an institutional framework to be



created for online registration of eligible and prospective students who have attained 17+ years of age
(after every qualifying date (1st January, 1st April, 1st July and 1st October of every calendar year) and
during the annual summary revision of electoral rolls.

- Include electoral literacy in the curriculum for adult literacy and basic education, creating educational
content focused on electoral processes for lifelong learning.

- Designate one of the rooms in every senior secondary school as the 'Democracy Room' for the regular
display of voter education materials and the conduct of Continuous Electoral and Democracy Education
(CEDE) activities throughout the year. A dedicated 'Democracy Room' will offer a platform for students
to learn, discuss, and participate in various aspects of our democratic processes throughout the year.

- Developing critical thinking, communication, and leadership skills amongst university students to
actively participate in university-level politics, including engaging in informed debates and discussions.

- Devise a system of credits for students taking part in CEDE to pursue higher studies;

- Providing standard ramps, accessible toilets, proper lighting and electricity on a permanent basis.
Background

The MoU is aimed at extending the ECI’s flagship Systematic Voters’ Education and Electoral
Participation (SVEEP) in schools and colleges. The objective is to encourage universal and enlightened
participation of future voters in elections. The MoU also aims to address the issues like apathy among
urban and young voters, as a crucial aspect of Continuous Electoral and Democracy Education. This
integration seeks to motivate future voters to participate more actively in elections, fostering responsible
citizenship, and reinforcing our democratic system with informed and dutiful citizens.

Despite successfully managing and conducting of elections by the Election Commission over the years in a
fair and peaceful way along with a high jump in participation of the electors, there is also a concern that
there were almost 297 million electors (out of 910 million) who did not cast their votes in General
Election to Lok Sabha - 2019. The voting percentage was 67.4%. The Commission has taken this as a
challenge to improve upon.

This significant collaboration aims to empower young people by bridging the knowledge gap among the
youth and first-time voters. India boasts one of the world's youngest populations, and the indifference of
the youth towards the electoral process could potentially result in a future generation that is hesitant to
engage in voting as adults. Such apathy could have substantial consequences for the functionality of a
thriving democracy. Therefore, this MoU is signed with the long-term vision of instilling electoral literacy
in the young people through the educational institutions. This initiative is expected to help in the Election
Commission’s endeavour to address the urban and youth apathy, leading to better electoral participation in
next general elections.

koskosk
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