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By Spl. Messen er/mail

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELH|-1 10001
e ——— "%m_ e ——

No. 3T/ VECHINST/FUNC /MCC/2019 Dated: 10" March, 2019
To

i The Cabinet Secretary,
Government of India,
Rashtrapati Bhawan,
New Delhi,

2 The Chief Secretaries of al) States and
Chief Secretaries/Administrators of Union Territories

The Chief Electora) Otficers of
all States and Union Territories.

P
e

Subject: Immediate action to be taken for enforcement of Model Code of Conduct
after announcement of General Elections to House of the People (Lok
Sabha), 2019 and State Legislative Assemblies in the States of Andhra
Pradesh, Arunachai Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim and certain bye-elections -
regarding,

Sir,

lam directed to state that the Election Commission has announced the schedule for holding
General Election to House of the People (Lok Sabha), 2019 and State Legislative Assemblies in the
States of Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim and certain bye-elections,
Operation of ‘MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT comes into effect with the announcement of elections by

the Commission. in view of the general elections, the Commission has given following directions for

effective enforcement of provisions of MCC:-

1. Defacement of Pliopert_\r- ECl instructions contained in letters, No. 437 /6/INST/2015-CCS,
dated 29% December, 2015, No. 437/6/INST/2012- CC&RBE dated 18% fanuary, 2012 and
No. 3/7/2008 |5-11 dated 7o October, 2008 , provide for prevention of defacement of
Property. The Commission has directed to ensure strict compliance of its instructions and to

take time bound action as prescribed below-

—— e o o — O
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(a) Defacement of Government property- ror this purpose a Government premise would
include any Government office and the campus wherein the office building is situated
All wall writing, posters/papers or defacement in any other form, cutout/hoardings,
banners, flags ete, oit Government property shall be removed within 24 hours from the
announcement of elections

(b) Defacement of public property and misuse of public space- All unauthurized
political advertisement, in the form of wall writing/posters/papers of defacement in
any other form, cutout/hoardings, banners flags etc. at public property and in public
space like railway station. Bus stands, Airports, railway Bridges, Roadways, Govt. Buses,
Electric/Telephone poles | municipal/local bodies’ buildings etc., shall be removed
within 48 bours from the announcement of elections by the Commission.

(¢) Defacement of private property- All unauthorized political advertisement displayed
at private property and subject to local law and court's directions, if any, shall be
removed within 72 hours from the announcement of elections by the Commission.

Misuse of official vehicle- The ECl's Consolidated instructions contained in letter No.

464/INST/2014/EPS, dated 10" April 2014, among other things, provides that there shall

be a total ban on use of official vehicle by any political party, candidate or any other
person connected with election (except officiais performing any election related
official duty) for campaigning, elecfloneering or election related travel during
elections (subject to certain exception mentioned therein), The expression official
vehicle means and shall include , any vehicle used or capable of being used for the purpose
of transport, whether propelled by mechanical power or otherwise and will include trucks,
lorries, tempos, jeeps, cars, auto rickshaws, e-rickshaws, buses, belonging to Central

Government, State Government/UT Administrations, public undertakings of Central/State

Government, Join sector undertakings of Central/State Government, local bodies, municipal

corporations, marketing boards, cooperative societies or any other body in which public

furds , however small a portion of the total, are invested. The CEOs/DEOs shall take
necessary action for compliance of ECl instructions within 24 hours of the
announcement of the elections.

Advertisement at the cost of public exchequer- ECI instructions contained in leiters, No.

437/6/1/2014-CC&BE, dated 5"March, 2014 provides that at the cost of public exchequer

in the newspapers and other media and the misuse of official mass media during the

election period for partisan coverage of political news and publicity regarding achievements




with a view to furthering the Prospects of the party in power shall be scrupulously avoided.
No advertisements shall be issued in electronic and print media highlighting the
dchievements of the Govt. at the cost of public exchequer, 1f 4ny advertisement has already
been released for telecast/broadeast or publication in the Print inedia, it must be ensured

that the telecast /broadcast of such ads on electronic media is stopped forthwith and that no

such ad is published in any newspapers, Mmagazines, etc., i.e. in print media, from the date of

dnnouncement and it should he immediately withdrawn, The CEOs/DEOs has to take

Immediate action to remove/stop any advertisement - in the print/electronic media,
showing the achievements of the Government spon after the announcement of

elections,

Ministers, Politicians or political parties available on central /state Government’s official

website, shall be removed. The CEOs have to take immggm_e_mim remove fhide the

phatagraphs of any political functionary from official websites of state department.

Deveiopment}construction related activities- mumn__zz_m.l of announcement of
elections, the CEO/DEO shall obtain the following list of works for reference in case of

validating any complaint on violation of MCC:

(i) List of work which has already been started on ground,

(i} List of fresh work which has not started on ground.
Activities for Expenditure Monitoring and enforcement of MCC- Flying squad, FST,
video team, intensive checking for liquor/Cash/Contra banned drugs, flying squads of excise

departmém to check illicit trafficking of Drug/Narcotics to be ngd_ after

announcement,

Complaint Monitoring System- The poll going states shall have a complaint redressal
mechanism hased on website and call center. The toll free number of call center is 1950,
Complaints can be registered by making calls to the toll free call center numbers or on the
web site, Complainants will also be informed of the action taken by SMS and by the call
center. Complainants can also see the details of the action taken on their compiaints. This

system should he mmﬂhm_”.im[s_ of the announcement . All complaint

must be activated and sufficient deployment of manpower and other logistics be ensured in




10.

Ao

13.

particular, round the clock personnel should be deployed in the control room and their duty
roaster must be issned to avoid any evasion or confusion,
IT Application- All IT applications including official website and social media shall

be ional wi in '

Dissemination of information for Awareness of Voters and political parties. Publicity
of major election activity would be given threugh CEQ/DEQ/RO. For this purpose, ali
necessary information shail be disseminated through radio, tv, cinema, Government channel

to display voter education material.

Active cooperation frem Educational Institution and Civil Societies- Cooperation can
be sought from educational institution and civil societies for giving wide publicity to the
election related information to the general public and other stakeholders.

Media Centre- Effort should be made for awareness among the voters, political parties and
other stakeholder through media center about election system including use of
EVM/VVPAT.

MCMC/DEMC- ECI instruction contained in letter no 491/MCMC /2014 /Communication
dated 24 March, 2014 provides that all registered political parties will appreach the Media
Certification and Monitoring Committees (MCMC) at District and State level, as the case may
be, for pre-certification of their political advertisemeints proposed to be issued on electronic
media, The Commission has directed to ensure strict compliance of its instructions
contained in above said letter.

Control Room- The 24x7 centrol room at district level must be activated immediately
and sufficient deployment of manpower and other logistics be ensured by the

DEO/CEO. A control room with complaint Monitoring Centre would also be set up at

ECI Secretariat during the entire election process.

Yours faithfully

[ A .

(Nagswm N. BUTOLIA)
INCIPAL SECRETARY

.




ELECTION COMMISSION oF INDIA
| e Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-116001 .
j K AJAYAKUMAR _ :
L '_.gr_nmcmﬁh.smm_ ' B B | g , e
| No.437/6/INST/2018-065 5 e
r To - - g
i The-C'ab_i-n.fc_t'Secr'etaxj;r,__
| Cabipet Sscretariat
{ Rashtrapati Dhavan,
New Deihi.
i | :
- - 2. The Chief Secretaries of
Rey ot All the States and Bnton Tertiteries,
4 3. The ChiefElectoral Officess of

All the Statas and Union 'I.‘-._arri-!‘ar}e‘s.

Subject: Ba?ﬂﬂ"iﬁé- use of - building/civi) . structures owned by Ppublie mp

Undertaldngs(PSUs) for politicat advertisement during period of v
Condiret - vegarding. ) i

'

.. Sit/Madam,

A ) " ['am directed to invivz a reference xg the Commission's eircuiar lottor N'of;s_f?fz*zx{r-&.ﬁg
‘ Ii, dated 7 October, 2008, wherein it has, inte ralia; directed that there shall be no %}@5

: election :pos"ters,'_!mrdiﬁgs._bann'eﬁ, ete, in any G_ﬁﬁiérhlheﬁt_p:_remisqs_ or'¢ivil -m@mm_; i

campalgn. it is clarified that buildings and. premises-of PSUs shall also be traated zltparvm,th

Govt. premises for the puipose of displaying political dds during elevtioy period. ?ha
Comtmission has directed that - political advertisemants shalj pa displayed/pasteqd m: the
buildings/civil structures owned by Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) or in their prassises
| during the period Model Code of Conduct is n Force. | o

In case there js no specificprovision in the by-lavs of PSUs or in 'the‘ir‘:agfce’ine.msmﬁg
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a_-dv.em_semen‘;:&g‘gnicy:fo?zﬁ_prﬁcin"g commercial advertisemerits that "No p&fﬁt‘fwi advertisament

shall be dispiayed/pasted-at the spuce provided on éase _ﬁ":r commiercial »'a_tf_wert-,{'semmﬂ}i@ '
airports,. m:‘h&z@: -sé%?i‘f%ﬂs {-:‘%rér State/Loecal Bus Stunds;. Govk. traasportation post }?ﬁ-ﬁ_‘sﬁ '

G"otr.efr"nmefnﬁﬁﬁsﬁ?iﬁ?s‘;’gﬁweﬁmries ele. (except on main highways, main roads et} diring the

period 6f Mo

same shall be removed ;imni'édfd‘réﬁétan! enforcement of the Modal Code of Conduct* _
Itis requested that appropriate instructions be fssued to ali concerned Mammthat

the above directions arecompl:ed with and to ensure that mstances qj_f‘-df_sp'igy--grrgmﬁca{

 advertisements in-any form do not oceur i the premises of PSUs in any efection infatrrs B

Yours faithfudly,

0. A RusaRy

t

.n\

_ ii’.‘d;c'fe-'of(}ﬂndrééﬁ Iftheres any political advertisenvent in the provided sydes, the J
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ELECTION C'()M]\HSISON OF INDIA
- . Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Dethi-110001
No. 3/7/2008/15-11 Dated; 7% October, 2008

To

3 1 The Secretary to the
Govemnment of India
Ministry of Home Affairs
New Deihi-| 10001.

2. The Chief Secretaries of
All States and Union Territories,

(%]

The Chief F} ectoral Officers of
All States and Union Territories.

Sub;: Prevention of defacement of prope and other cam aion related jtems — revised
instructions- re arding,
————0I$- regarding, 3

16" October, 2007, regarding prevention of defacement of Preperty in connection with election

2 In the past, the Commission has Suggested the enactment of special laws by state
governments for dealing with defacement of Properties effectively. Some states have enacted
special legislations tq govem and regulate defacement of Property, while the other states have

legislation that either only cover Specific areas, like municipalities ete, or have no legislation ag




3. After considering gll aspects of the matter in depth, the Commission has, in
supersession of the earlier instructions, laid down the following directions, to the followed

by political parties, candidates, individuals and organizations etc. during the election period:

DEFACEMENT OF PUBLIC PLACES

4, (1)  No wall writing, pasting of posters/papers or defacement in any other form, or
erecting/displaying of cutouts, hoardings, banners flags efc. shall be permitted on amy
Government premise (inchuding civil structures therein). For this purpose a Government

premise would include any Govt. office and the campus wherein the office building is situated.

(b)  If the local law expressly permits or provides for writing of slogans, displaying
posters, etc., or erecting cut-outs, hoardings, banners, political advertisement, etc., in any public
place, (as against a Govt. premise) on payment or otherwise, this may be allowed strictly in
accordance with the relevant provisions of the law a1_1d subject to Court orders, if any on this
subject. It should be ensured that any such place is not dominated/monopolized by any
particular party(ies) or candidate(s). All parties and candidates should be provided equal
opportunity in this regard.

(¢y If there is a specifically earmarked place provided for displaying advertisements

in a public place, e.g. bill boards, hoardings etc. and if such space is already let out to any

agency for further allocation to individual clients, the District Election Officer through the
municipal authority concerned, if any, should ensure that all political parties and candidates ge¢
equitable opportunity to have access to such advertisement space for election related

advertisements during the election period.

DEFACEMENT OF PRIVATE PLACES

5. (2) In the States where there is no local law on the subject, and subject to the restrictions,
wnder the law where there is a law, temporary and easily removable advertisement materials;
such as flags and banners. may be put up in private premises with the voluntary permissios of
the occupant. The permission should be an act of free will and not extracted by any pressure an
threat. Such banner or flag should not create any ‘nuisance to others. Photo-copy of the

voluntary permission in writing obtained in this connection should be submitted to the

I 6
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Returning Officer within 3 days of putting up the flags and banners in such cascs in the manner
prescribed in sub-para(c) below.

(b) If the local law does not expressly permit wall writing, pasting of posters, and similas
other permanent/semi-permanent defacement which is not easily removable, the same shall not
be resorted to under any circumstances, even on the pretext of having obtained the consent.of
the owner of the property. This will also apply in the states where there is no local law on the
subject of prevention of defacement of property.

(€)  Where the local law expressly permits wall writings and pasting of posters, putting up

hoardings, banners, ete. on private premises with the owner's permission, the contesting
candidates or the political parties concerned shall obtain prior written permission from the
owner of the property and submit photocopies of the same within 3 days to the Returning
Officer or an officer designated by him for the purpose, together with a statement ia the
enclosed proforma (marked as Annexure-2), The statement in such cases and in the cases
mentioned in sub-para (a) above should clearly mention therein the name and address of the
owner of the property from whom such permission has been obtained together with expenditure
incurred or likely to be incurred for the purpose. Nothing inflammatory or likely to incite
disaffection amongst communities shall be permissible in such writings/display. The
expenditure incurred in this mode on specific campaign of candidate(s) shali be added o the
election expenditure made by the candidate, Expenditure incurred on exclusive campaign for a
party without indicating any candidate shall not be added to candidates expenditure. The
contesting candidate shall furnish such information village/locality/town-wise, to the Returning

Officer, or the authorized officer within 3 days of obtaining the requisite permission, for easy

checking by the Returning Officer or the Election Observer or any officer connected with the

conduct of elections. _

(d)  Subject to any restrictions under any local law or any court orders in force, the
‘ political parties, candidates, their agents, workers and Supporters may put up banners, buntings, .
flags, cut-outs, on their own property, provided they do so on their own volition, voluntariiy .
and without any pressure from any party, organization or person, and provided further that

11




the IPC stipulates that whoever without the general or specia authority in writing of a
cancidate incuss or authorises expenses on zccount of the holding of any public meeting, or
upon any advertisement, circular or publication, or in any qthcr way whatsoever for the purpose
of promoting or procuring the clection of such candidate, shall he punished with fine which
may extend to five hundred rupees: Provided that if any persea having incurred any such
expenses not exceeding the amount of ten rupees without authogity obtains within ten days
from the date on which such expenses were incurred the approval in writing of the candidate,
he shall be deemed to have incurred such expenses with the authority of the candidate.

DEFACEMENT OF HALLS/AUDITORIUMS AND OTHER PUBLIC PROPERTIES

8. In the case of Halls/Auditoriums/Meeting venues owned/controlled by the Government/
local authorities/PSUs/Cooperatives, if the lavi/guidelines governing their use do not preclude
political meetings therein, there is no objection to it. It shall be easured that the allocation is
done on equitable basis and that there is no monapolization by any political party or candidates.
In such venues, displaying of banners, buntings, flags, cut-outs, may be permitted during the
period of meetings subject to any restrictions under the law/guidelines in force. Such banners,
flags, etc. shall he got removed by the party/individual who used the premises immediately
after conclusion of the meeting, and in any case within a reasonable period after the meeling is
over. Permanent/semi-permanent defacement such as wall writing/pasting of posters etc, shall
not be permitted in such premises.

T If any political party/association/candidate/person indulges in defacement of any
property in violation of the local law, if any, or the above instructions, the Returning Officer/
District Election Officer shall issue notice to the offender for removing the defacement
forthwith. If the political part}r}assdciation/candidate/person does not respond promptly, the

district authorities may take action to remove the defacement, and the expenses incurred in the -
process shall be recovered from the political party}assdciation/candidntc:’person responsible for

.the defacement. Further, the amount also shall be added to the election expenditure of the
candidate concerned, and action should also be initiated to prosecute the offender under the
provisions of the relevant law (under the law relating to prevention of defacement, if any, ¢z

under the provisions of the general law for causing willful damage to the property of oth_ers);

1o
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DEFACEMENT 0f VEHICLES

8. (@) In private vehicles, subject to the Provisions of the Motor Vehicles Act, Rules
thereunder and subject to - court orders in force, if any, flags and stickers may be put on the

aims to solicit vote for any particular candidate, then the Provisions of Section 1715 of the IPC
would be attracted and would have to be followed, :

(b) On commercial vehicles, display of any flag, sticker etc. shall not be permitted,
unlcsé such vehicle is a vehicle validly used for election Camipaign afier obtaining the rcquisife
pefmit from the District Election Officer/Retumning Officer and the display thereof in original
on the wind screen.

(¢) External modification of vehicles including fitting of Loudspeaker thereon, would
be subject to the provisions of the Motor Vehicles Act/Rules and any other Local Act/Rules.
Vehicles with modifications and special campaign vehicles like Video Rath ete., can be used
only after obtaining the requisite permission from the competent authorities under the Motor
Vehicles Act,

OTHER CAMPAIGN RELATED ITEMS

9. Subject to accounting for the expenditure, the following may be permitted:-

(a) In processions and rallys etc., flags, banners, cutouts ete. can be carried subject to
local laws and prohibitory orders in force; '

(b) In such procession, wearing of party/candidate supplied special accessories like cap,
mask, scarf etc. may be permitted. However, supply of main apparcls‘ like saree,
shirt, etc. by party/candidate is not permitted.

(¢) Educational institutions including their grounds {whether Govt, aided, private or
Govt.} shall not be used for political campaigns and rallies,

10.  The Chief Electoral Officers are requested to bring the directions of the Commission te
the notice of the District Election Officers, Returning Officers and all other election related

12
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authorities, and all pelitical parties in the State, including State units of recognized Natiomai
and State partics, and all registcred un-recognized parties based in the State, and also the
contesting candidates (at the time of elections) for information and compliance.

1. Please acknowledge receipt of this letter. The Chief Electoral Officers may kindly
confirm that action as required above has been taken.

Yours faithfilly,

(K. ¥. WILFRED)
SECRETARY

14
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By Spl. Messenger  Post

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA ROAD, NBY DELHI-110001
No. 437/6/1/2014-CC&BE Dated: 5™ March 2014
To

1. The Cabinet Secretary,
Government of India,
Rashtrapati Bhawan,
New Delhi.

2 The Chief Secretaries 2o the Governments of
all States and Union Territories

(o)

The Chief Electoral Officers of:-
all States and Union Territories

simultaneous elections to State Legislative Assemblies in the States of Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim and certain bye-elections- reg.
Sir,

[ am directed to state that the Commission has ammunced the schedule for holding
General Elections to Lok Sabha and to the Legislative Asgemblies of the States of Andhra
Pradesh, Orissa and Sikkim including certain hye~electims.to the Legislative Assemblies
of some States (Press Note No. ECI/PN/10/2014, dated St March 2014 available at
Commission’s web-site - www.eci.gov.in).

2 With this announcement, the provisions of the Modd Code of Conduct for the guidance
of the Political Parties and Candidates have come into forceﬂilh_imm;_dig;e_eﬂmand will be
in force till the completion of the General Elections. This may be brought to the notica of the
Central / State Governments, all Ministries/Departments and all other offices of the Union
Covernment and the State Government of the State, . )

3 Your particular attention is drawn to the provisions of Model Code of Conduect for the
guidance of Political Parties and Candidates and various instructions issued by the
Commission, which, inter-alia, state that the party in power whether at the Centre qr iy the
State or States con cerned, shall ensure tﬁat no cause is given for any complaint that it heys: weed
its official position for the purposes of its election campaignand in particular:-

it Eieisopiwed wphuedt March 701 8ND_ MO 5 o
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()  (a) The Ministers shali not combine their official visit with electioneering work and
shall not also make use of official machinery or personnel during the electioneering
vork;

(b) Government transport including official air-crafts, vehicles, machinery and
personnel shall not be used for furtherance of the Interest of the party in powe

(ii)  Public places such as maidans etc,, for holding election meetings, and use of helipads for

air-flights in connection with elactions shall not be monoplolised by itself. Other parties and

candidates shall be allowed the use of such places and facilities on the same terms and
conditions on which they are used by the party in power; ;

(iif)  Resthouses, dak bungaiou;s or other vaemment accommodation where elections havé

been announced or are tal-:ixig place can be given to the political functionaries who are

provided security by the State in Z scale or above or equivalent by various State Goverﬁments-
or the Central Government under provisions of their laws, on equitable basis. This shall be
subject to condition that such accommodation is not already allotted or occupied by election
related officials or Observers. Such political functionaries shall not carry out anﬁr political

activity while staying in the Government Guest Houses/Rest Houses or other Government

accommodation etc.:

(iv)  Issue of advertisement at the cost of public exchequer in the newspapers and other

media and the misuse of official mass media during the election period for partisan éovera.ge of
political news and publicity regarding achievements with a view to furthering the prospects of
the party in power shall be scrupulously avoided; _ ' '
) Ministers and other authorities shall not sanction grants/payments out of discretionary

funds from the time elections are announced by the Commission; and

(vi)  From the time elections are announced by Commission, Ministers and other autherities

(a) announce any financial grants in any form or promises thereof: or

(b) (except civil servants) lay foundation stones etc, of projects or schemes of any kind; or

(c) make any promise of construction of roads, provision of drinking water facilities etc,; or - "
(d) make any ad-hoc appointments in Government, Public Undertakings etc. which may
i have the effect of influencing the voters in favour of the party in power,

4  Aswillbe observed from Para_3{Clause [V} above, no advertisements shall be isseed in
electronic and print media highlighting the achi'evemeht_s of the Covt. at the cost of pablic
exchequer. If any advertisement has already been released for telecaét/broadcast br
publication in the print media, it must be ensured that the telecast/broadcast of such ads on

. i
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electronic media is stopped forthwith and that ne such ad is published in any newspapers,
magazines, etc, i.a. in print media, from today itself ang itshould e immediatelywithdrawn.
5. The instruction of the Commission contained in jts Jetter No.43?/6/2009-CCBE dated
St March, 2009 is available on the Commission's web-site "http://eci.nic.in/ under the headirg
‘Election Laws and E] - instructions’ for yourinformation ang necessary action, '

officers/officials connected with the conduct of the election, These include but are pot

restricted to; -

i) The Chief Electoral Officer and &dditiona]/joint/!)eputy Chief Electora) Officers;

ii} DivisiunalCommissioners;

iii) The District Election Officers, Returning Officers, Assistant Returning Officers ang
other Revenue Officers connected with the Conduct of Election;

range IGs and DIGs, Senior Superintendents of Police and Supeﬂntendents of Police,
Sub-Divisiona] ' Police Officers like Deputy Superintendents of Police and other

v}  The transfer orders issued in Fespect of the ahave categories of officers prior to the

date of announcement but not implemented tj]] date should not be given effact to

vi) This ban shall be effective til] the completion of the election, The Commission

vii) In those cases where transfer of an officer js Necessary on account of admipistrative
exigencies, the concerned State Government may with full justification approach the
Commission for prior ciearance,, ;

7. The receipt of the letter may kindly be acknowledged,

Yoursy,

(K AJAYgomaRg)
PRINCIPAL SEGRETARY
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INSTRUCTION SL.NG. 18

ECI letter No, 437/6/INST/2014/CC&BE, dated 20,03.2014 sddressed to the Cabijnet
Secretary. Chief Secretaries and Chief Elactnal Officers of all States and UTs,

Subject: Instructions rela ting to deletion of all references on poliﬁcians_.’hﬂn-!sters
on the official website during eiection perifod of General/Bye-election to the Lok
Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies -reg. -

s clearly mentioned in dause ViZ (iv) of Model Code of Conduct for gaidance of Palitical parties
and candidate:-
“VIL. Party ia Power

The party in power whether at the Centre or in the State or States concerned, shall
ensure that no cause is given for any complaint that it has used its official position for the
purpose of its election campalgn and in particular
(iv) Issues of adverisement at the cost of public exchequer in the Nevspapers and other media

political news sad publicity regarding achievements with a view to ferthering the Frospects of
the party In power shall be scrupulously avoided.”

Currently going on, all references of Ministers, Politicians or Political Parties available on such
Central/State Government’s official website, shall be removed, '

The above instruction of the Commission may kindly %e cormmunicated to .all
concerned for strict compliance,

52

1.5
s




o

By Fax/Speed post/Camp Bag

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-1 10601
No.437/6/INST/201 4-CC&BE

Dated: 20th March, 2014

To

1) The Cabinet Secretary
Cabinet Secretariat,
Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi.

2) The Chief Secretaries of
All States and Union Territories

3) The Chief Electoral Officers of
All States and Union Territories

Subject: General Elections - Enforcement of Model Code of Conduct - Regarding.
Sir/Madam,

[ am directed to state that the Commission has been receiving references
seeking clarification of the applicability of Model Code of Conduct from various
Ministries/Departments/PSUs etc. The Commission vides its letter No. 437/6/2009-
CC&BE, dated 5" March, 2009 issued guidelines regarding implementationfprocessing of the
various projects, schemes, rural development programmes etc. by the Central/State
Governments. In item No. 14 of the said guidelines, it was clearly mentioned that “Aj]
Government of India references to the Election Commission of India shall be made preferably
through the Cabinet Secretariat. In so far as reference from State Governments is concerned,
the same shall be made to the Election Commission of India through the Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) of the state concerned.

lnspite of the above guidelines, the references from Central Governments are being
directly received in the Commission without routing through the Cabinet Secretariat. Further,
Departments, Sub-Departments, Public Sector Undertakings, Autonomous Bodies of the
Ministry/Department are also forwarding references to the Election Commission directly. As a

result innumerable references are pouring in, including those cases which have no urgency and

which can wait till elections are over.
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Further various Ministries/Departments keep forwarding references without examining
the matter in the light of various standard instructions/guidelines/FAQs of the Commission
already available in the Commission’s website.

Considering the above, the Commission has directed that ﬁencefoﬂh:-

(i) All the references of Government of India which are proposed to be placed before the
Cabinet or any Committec of the Cabinet should be routed through the Cabinet Secretariat i.e.
no such references should be made directly to the Election Commission by the Ministries.

(ii) Departments, Sub-Departments, Public Sector Undertakings, Autonomous Bodies of the
Ministry/Department will make references to the Election Commission through the concerned
Ministry/Departmerit.

(iii) All the references of the State Governments should be routed through the Chief Electoral

Officer concerned i.e. no direct references should be made to the Election Commission by the

State Governments.
(iv) The Chief Electoral Officers should not send those references to the Commission in cases
where there are clear-cut instructions of the Commission to deal with such case.

(v) Only such references shall be made to the Election Commission where there is doubt

whether the issues are covered under the existing instructions of the Commission or not.
The above instructions of the Commission may kindly be brought to the notice of the

all concerned.

Yours faithfully

(K.AJAYA KUMAR)
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY

Copy to the DECs/DGs/Principal Secretaries/Secretaries/Under Secretaries/Zonal
Sections of the Election Commission of India.
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