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Speed Post/E-mail

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001
No. 52/2026/SDR/Vol.Ill Dated: 1* April, 2026

To,

The Chief Electoral Officers of
All States and Union Territories

Subject: Guidelines on postal ballot papers in a General/ Bye Election to the House of the
People /Legislative Assemblies of the States/ UTs - Polling Day arrangement to
deposit mobile phones at Facilitation Centres and Postal Voting Centres -
regarding.

Ref. :  Commission’s instruction issued vide letter no. 464/INST/EPS/2025/L.& 0O dated
23.05.2025 regarding polling day arrangements to deposit mobile phones at polling
station.

Madam/Sir,

[ am directed to invite your attention to the provisions of Rule 18A of the Conduct of
Elections Rules, 1961, which stipulate that voters on election duty shall receive, record, and return
their postal ballot at the Facilitation Centre specified by the Returning Officer.

2 In pursuance of this rule, the Commission vide its letter No. 52/2023/SDR/Vol.IV dated
31.10.2023 has directed that all the Voters on Election Duty shall cast their votes at the Facilitation

@ Centres (FCs) and not in any other manner. In view of this, Facilitation Centres are established at

trafning venues and at the office of the Returning Officer to facilitate Voters on Election Duty to

S

cast their vote through postal ballot. Further, Postal Voting Centres (PVCs) are established for

Cﬁo/éw absentee voters belonging to essential services (AVES) to enable them to cast their vote through

postal ballot.

41 3 Your attention is also invited to the C01nmi§si0n’s instruction contained in letler No.
464/INST/EPS/2025/L&0O dated 23.05.2025, wherein the mobile phones depositing facility has
been provided at polling stations.

4. On the same analogy, the Commission has decided that the mobile phones depositing
facility shall be provided at the Facilitation Centres (FCs) and Postal Voting Centres (PVCs).

ﬂ Sk The following measures shall be implemented at all Facilitation Centres (FCs) and Postal
ol

E/Joting Centres (PVCs): -

J{/ ’\:;,. a) A facility to deposit mobile phones shall be provided at the entrance of the voting arca
0 . inside the FC/ PVC to ensure that electors deposit their mobile phones in switched off

mode only, before approaching the polling official for his/ her identification.




b) Facility to deposit mobile phones may be provided for 10 voters.

c¢) For this purpose, a small pigeon-hole box with 10 compartments or a jute bag having
small pockets may be kept at the entrance of the voting area of FC/ PVC (some sample
designs are enclosed at Annexure-I in Commission’s instruction dated 23.05.2025).

d) In any case, mobile phones shall not be allowed to be carried inside the voting

compartment of FC/ PVC by any voter.

¢) Deposit facility shall be provided only for the voters entering into the voting
compartment of FC/ PVC and shali not be available for any other persons (including
polling agents, polling officers, etc.).

f) A responsible election official may be assigned the work of managing the deposit
facility.

g) A set of 10 (ten) pre-numbered paper/cardboard tokens of size 2" x 2", pre-signed by
the Incharge of the Facilitation Centre or the Postal Voting Centre as the case maybe,
will be provided to the aforementicned election official responsible for managing the
collection of mobile phones outside the voting compartment of FC/ PVC.

h) Before entering the voting compartment of FC/ PVC, the voter shall deposit the mobile
phone at the depositing facility and take a token.

1) After casting the vote and coming out of the voting compartment of FC/ PVC, the
mobile phone will be taken back by the voter on return of the token.

J) In case any voter forgets to take back his/ her mobile phone, the aforementioned
election official responsible for managing mobile phone collection shall hand over
these mobile phones to the Incharge of the Facilitation Centre or the Postal Voting
Centre as the case maybe, of the respective FC/ PVC after the end of poll. The Incharge
of the FC/ PVC shall return the movile phone to such voter on production of the token

after satisfying himself/ herself.

6. You are, therefore, requested to bring the above instructions to the notice of District

Election Officers, Returning Officers and all other concerned officers/officials and ensure strict

Yours faithfull
\E
/)P%
™

ishek Tiwari)
Under Secretary

compliance.




