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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nlrvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Dellu-110001

No. 4/2024/SDR/Vol. 11 PR Dated 307 May, 2025
To, | 3

The Chief Electoral Officers of ] 3 v
All States.and Union Territories o e L

Sub: Custody, retention, inspection, supply ‘and disposal of electlon records relating to
general/bye - election to the Housc of the People and State Leglslatlve Assembly-

regardmg ; » } , A I

i g v
: Hil

Madam/Sir, | | : _ ;

' There are instructions of the Commission for record ing of various stages of election
process through multlple recording’ devnces (e.g. photography, v1deography, CCTV, webcasting)
during the process of nomination, scrutmy, and withdrawal of candldature allotment of symbols,
EVM preparations, campaign aclivities, polling, counting and declaratlon of results. While
electoral laws do not mandate such recordings, the Commlssmn uses them as internal

managemsnt tool durmg various stages of electoral process.

2. .However, recent misuse of this content by non-contestants  for spreading
misinformation and malicious narratives on social media by seléctivei_:é:nd out of context use of
such content, which will not lead to any legal outcome, has prompted é:reView. The Commission
therefore, in mediﬁcation of its earlier instructions dated 06_.09.2024 relating to supply and

disposal of electronic recordings of the above-mentioned events, issues the following instruction:

“.Notwithstanc!ing anything in the previous instructiqné is§£1ed on the sﬁbject,

2.1, The CCTV data, webc:asting'data and photograph)llvof election processes at
various stages shall be preserved for a perlod of 45 days. If no electlon petition is filed in
respect of a partlcu]ar censtituency then the said data may | be destroyed In case an
election petmon is filed before the Hon'ble Courts cha]lcngmg the outcome of the
.elections, then the said data shall be preserved till the final outcome of the Court
proceedings unless its destruction is permitted by the Hon'blei Court on an application

made for this purpose.
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2.2. Such data as mentioned above, shall be produced in original before the High

Court adjudi.catir;g an election petition on its order and shall not be opened and their

contents shall not be inspected by, or prodilced_ before, any person or authority except the

High Court adjudicating the Election Petition.";_

3 The above instr@ctions shall be brought to ‘the notice of all concerned for strict
compliance. 3 : -

’ Yours faithfully,

(SANTOSH KUMAR DUBEY)
: SECRETARY
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