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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHI-110001
No. 51/8/INST/2025-EMS Dated: 24" June, 2025

To
The Chief Electoral Officers
Of all the States and Union Territories.

Subject: Counting of votes: counting of VVPAT slips in case of non-deletion of mock
poll data from the Control Unit, non-removal of mock poll slips from
VVPAT and mismatch between votes recorded in CU and Part-I of Form
17C -regarding.

Madam/Sir,

Kindly refer to the Commission’s letter No. 51/8/INST/2021-EMS, dated 10™ November,
2021, in the subject matter, whereby under Section 64A read with Section 61A of the
Representation of the People Act 1951, the Commission had directed to follow the following
procedure, in all the cases where mock poll is either not erased from the Control Unit or VVPAT
paper slips pertaining to mock poll not removed (fully or partially) or total votes polled in
Control Unit does not match with the record of votes polled in EVM as mentioned in Part-I of
Form-17C:
(a) The concerned Control Units of such polling stations shall not be used for counting of
votes.
(b) In such case only counting of the respective VVPAT paper slips will be done, if the
winning margin is equal to or less than total votes polled in such polling stations.
(c) If the winning margin is more than the total votes polled in all such polling stations,
the result will be declared without adding the votes polled in such polling stations.
2 The following cases may arise on poll day or during scrutiny of documents on P+1 day
or during the round-wise counting of votes from EVMs:
(i) Mock poll is not erased from the Control Unit but VVPAT paper slips pertaining to
mock poll are removed;
(ii) Neither mock poll is erased from the Control Unit nor VVPAT paper slips pertaining
to mock poll are removed;
(iii) Total votes polled in Control Unit during counting do not match with the total
number of votes recorded as per EVM as mentioned in Part-I of Form-17C.

(iv) Mock Poll result is erased from Conts)\ll Unit but mock poll VVPAT paper slips are
o\

MA\P’

not removed.
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These are indication that the Close-Result-Clear (CRC) protocol after mock poll was not

correctly done or VVPAT Slips are not removed after Mock Poll or there is human error in

noting down the total votes recorded in the EVM as mentioned in Part-I of Form-17C, in respect
of the particular polling station at the close of poll.

3. In supersession of the Commission’s instructions issued vide letter no. 51/8/INST/2021-

EMS, dated 10™ November, 2021 and in order to further streamline the process of counting and

tabulation of Results, the Commission has directed that in respect of cases mentioned at para 2)

above, henceforth, the following procedure shall be followed under Section 64A read with

Section 61A of the Representation of the People Act 1951, during counting of votes:

Procedure to be followed:-

(a) The list of all such polling stations covered under para 2(i) and 2(ii) above shall be shared
with the contesting candidates in the counting hall just before the commencement of
counting of votes and subsequent at the time of counting and in case of para 2 (iii), during
counting of votes, as the case may be.

(b) In all such cases, the CU shall be kept aside i.e. these polling stations will not be taken up for
counting during the regular round-wise counting of the Control Units. The Table allocated to
such polling stations shall be kept vacant during the relevant round of counting.

(¢c) After the completion of all regular rounds of counting through Control Units, the VVPAT
slips of all such polling station(s), whose Control Units were kept aside, shall be counted at
VVPAT Counting Booth (VCB).

(d) In respect of case mentioned at para 2(i) above, the VVPAT slips of the respective polling
station shall be counted to arrive at correct count of candidate wise votes polled.

(e) In respect of case mentioned at para 2(ii) above, the VVPAT slips of the respective polling
station shall be counted and the candidate-wise votes from mock poll certificate shall be
deducted to arrive at correct count of candidate wise votes polled.

(f) In respect of case mentioned at para 2(iii) above, the action may be taken as mentioned at
3(d) or 3(e) above, depending upon whether the VVPAT paper slips pertaining to mock poll
are removed or not respectively.

(2) In respect of case mentioned at para 2(iv) above, candidate-wise result may be ascertained
from the Control Unit.

(h) Candidate-wise votes obtained from VVPAT slips count of each such polling station shall be
treated as a separate round of counting. Candidate-wise votes obtained from VVPAT slips
count of all these polling stations shall be added to the candidate-wise tally and the final
result compiled.

4. If there is any difficulty to arrive at correct count of candidatiA \j’i,ie votes polled, the

matter shall be referred to the Commission for further directi(j.)‘ah‘@"
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3; Since, in the aforesaid cases mentioned at para 2(i) to 2(iii), the Control Unit(s) will be
discarded/not used for counting of votes, these polling stations shall be excluded from the
random selection of 05 polling stations for Mandatory Verification of VVPAT paper slips count.
If the polling station mentioned at para 2(iv) is selected during mandatory verification of
VVPAT slips count or mismatch between CU Count and VVPAT slips count is noticed due to
non-removal of mock poll VVPAT paper slips, the candidate-wise mock poll data mentioned in
Mock Poll Certificate may be deducted candidate-wise to tally the votes during mandatory
verification.
6. In all cases where mock pdll is either not erased from the Control Unit or VVPAT paper
slips pertaining to mock poll are not removed (fully or partially) or total votes polled in CU does
not match with the record of votes polled in EVM as mentioned in Part-I of Form-17C,
disciplinary action shall be taken against the Presiding Officer and Polling Officer-I of the
polling station concerned.
7. . The above instructions shall be strictly adhered to and brought to the notice of all
concerned including the Counting Observers.
8. Further, para 4 (vi) (h) and para 7(v) of the Commission’s letter no. 464/Counting
Process/2023-EPS, dated 19.07.2023 stand replaced to the above effect as stipulated in these
instructions.
Yours faithfully,
Redegl, Kuso)
(RAKESH KUMAR)

UNDER SECRETARY
Copy to: All District Election Officers
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