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faqy faHTI 3HTH A, 2023 - Making election campaign eco friendly Consolidated instruction-regarding. 

1. Commission's letter no. 4/3/99/JS.II, 
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2. Commission's letter no, 4/3/2003/JS.II/Vol.I, 3 
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Commission's letter no. 3/ER/2019/SDR/VOL.II, 8. Commission's letter no. 3/ER/2019/SDR/VOL.II, 

Commission's letter no. 4/3/2019/SDR, 
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dated 26.02.2019 
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(i) In the Order dated n" March, 2019 passed by the Kerala High Court in 

WP(C) No. 7193 of2019 (B.S.Syamkumar Vs. State of Kerala & Others), has 
taken note of the Commission's direction in the letter No. 4/3/2019/SDR dated 
26.02.2019 regarding making our elections eco-friendly and passed the 
following Order: -

We also deem it appropriate to order that all candidates and the 
National/State Political Parties must strictly adhere to the aforequoted 
guidelines of the Election Commission, so that only the eco-friendly materials 
are used during the election campaign and there is no use of pvc Flex Boards 
and other such non bio-degradable materials as campaign material, in the State 
of Kerala, " 

(i) In the Order dated 26th February, 2019 and 25th March, 2019 the Hon'ble 
Kerala High Court in WP(C) No. 22750 of 2018 (St. Stephen's Malankara 
Catholic Church Vs. State of Kerala & Ors.) has inter-alia given the following 
directions: -

"5.......1 direct all the District Collectors; who are also the designated 
District Election Officers, to ensure that the directions of this Court in the 
interim order, dated 26.02.2019, are implicitly implemented with respect to 
election campaign materials and that any unauthorized Board/Banner/Flag. 
installed by any political partylentity, in violation of the orders of this court and 
that of the learned Division Bench be forthwith removed and returned to the 
parties/entities, who have installed it and initiatefurther action as has been Page 
3 of 4 directed in paragraph 10(c) of the order of this Court dated 26.02.2019. 

Obviously, therefore, the concerned District Collector will have to charge the 
person/entitites, the applicable tariff and penalty for installing these illegal 
Boards and further initiate action for recovery; and as I have already ordered in 
the afore mentioned interim order, the said Authorities will be personally held 
responsible if this is not done. Further, they will also fully accountable to this 
Court, if an appropriate criminal case, either under the Indian Penal Code or 



under the National Highway Act or under the Police Act, is not registered 
against the installation of these Boards/Banners/Flags and the concerned Station 
House Officer of the local Police Station will ensure that suitable FIR is 
registered in terms of these directions, when duly approaded. " 
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-l 10001

No.3/ERl2023/SDRIVol.II -------------- ---- ·----------------I);rt~d:-18tn-~~,-2623-

To,

The President/General Secretary of
RecognizedNational and State Political Parties

Subject: Making election campaign eco friendly- Consolidated instructions- regarding.

Ref: 1.Commission's letter no. 4/3/99/JS.II,
2. Commission's letter no. 4/3/2003/JS.II/Vol.I,
3. Commission's letter no. 4/3/2004/JS.II1Vol.I,
4. Commission's letter no. 4/3/2006/JS.II,
5. Commission's letter no. 4/3/2016/SDR,
6. Commission's letter no. 4/3/2019/SDR,
7. Commission's letter no. 3/ERl2019/5DRIVol.II,
8. Commission's letter no. 3/ERJ2019/SDR/VoLII,

dated 16.07.1999
dated 01.05.2003
dated 11.03.2004
dated 16.03.2006
dated 05.04.2016
dated 26.02.2019,
dated 19.03.2019
dated 02.04.2019 (Sent to CEO
Kerala), and

9. Commission's letter no. 3IER12019/SDRlVoI.II, dated 09.09.2021

Madam/Sir,

In today's world, the environmental concerns have become more significant, Election

Commission is also very concerned with the issue of environment hazards caused by use of non­

biodegradable materials in elections. The Commission has been urging all political parties and

candidates to avoid the use of plastic/polythene for preparation of posters, banners etc. during

election campaign, since 1999.

2. Para 4(b) of the Notification No. G.S.R. 571(E) dated 12.08.2021 issued by Ministry of

Environment, Forest and Climate Change amending the Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016,

provides that-

"(2) The manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale and use of following

single use plastic, including polystyrene and expanded polystyrene, commodities

shall beprohibited with effectporn the I" July, 2022:-

(a) ear buds with plastic sticks, plastic sticks for balloons, plastic flags, candy sticks,
ice-cream sticks, polystyrene [Thermocol]for decoration;

I
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(b) plates, cups, glasses, cutlery such as forks, spoons, knives, straw, trays, wrapping

or packing films around sweet boxes, invitation cards, and cigarette packets, plastic or

PVC banners less than 100 micron, stirrers.

(3) The provisions of sub-rule (2) (b) shall not apply to commodities made of

compostable plastic.

(4) Any notification prohibiting the manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale

and use of carry bags, plastic sheets or like, or cover made of plastic sheets and

multilayered packaging and single-use plastic, including polystyrene and expanded

polystyrene, commodities, issued after this notification, shall come into force after the

expiry of ten years, from the date of its publication".

3. Attention IS also drawn to Para 3 of the Commission's instruction No.

509/2411ECVLET/FUNCIJUD/RCC/2011 dated zo" April, 2018, which specifies that

"The Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016 and the Plastic Waste

Management Rules, 2016 and other applicable laws in this regard are hereby

adopted for disposal of the campaign material by the local municipal authority

and the cost for the same shall be recovered from the candidates or political

parties, as the case may be, in accordance with the polluter pays principle. "

4. The M/o Environment, Forest and Climate Change had also approached the Commission

vide letter no. 12179/2018-HSMD(Pt.)dated 1ih January, 2019 with the request to impress upon

all concerned to follow sustainable practices and use alternate option to single-use plastic during

elections and accordingly the Commission vide its letter dated 26.02.2019 addressed as under:

"A lot of the campaigning material including posters, cut-outs, hoardings,

banners, political advertisements, etc., is made of plastic. After the elections, the

campaigning materials, are discarded and become waste. Such single-use plastic

waste generated during campaigning does not get collected and causes choking

of drainage and river systems, ingestion by stray animals, land and water

pollution, open air burning, etc. leading to adverse impacts on human health and

environment. Some of these plastics are Poly Vinyl Chloride (PVC) based, which

produces toxic emissions on burning.
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A number of alternate options to use o] plastic in campaigning material are

available such as compostable plastics, natural fabrics, recycled paper material

etc., which have a lesser environmental impact. Such materials need to be

promoted as a sustainable and environmentally sound management practice. The

upcoming General Elections present an excellent opportunity to introduce a

behavioral change in election campaigning and to promote sustainable

practices. "

5. The Hon'ble Kerala High Court has also taken note of the use of plastics in election

campaigns by the political parties and candidates and passed orders while disposing the petitions

in the following cases: -

(i) In the Order dated n" March, 2019 passed by the Kerala High Court in WP(C)

No. 7193 of2019 (B.S.Syamkumar Vs. State of Kerala & Others), has taken note of the

Commission's direction in the letter No. 4/3/2019/SDR dated 26.02.2019 regarding

making our elections eco-friendly and passed the following Order: -

" We also deem it appropriate to order that all candidates and

the National/State Political Parties must strictly adhere to the aforequoted

guidelines of the Election Commission, so that only the eco-friendly materials are

used during the election campaign and there is no use of pvc Flex Boards and

other such non bio-degradable materials as campaign material, in the State of

Kerala. "

(ii) In the Order dated 26th February, 2019 and 25th March, 2019 the Hon'ble

Kerala High Court in WP(C) No. 22750 of 2018 (St. Stephen's Malankara Catholic

Church Vs. State of Kerala & Ors.) has inter-alia given the following directions: -

"5 1 direct all the District Collectors; who are also the designated

District Election Officers, to ensure that the directions of this Court in the

interim order, dated 26.02.2019, are implicitly implemented with respect to

election campaign materials and that any unauthorized Board/Banner/Flag,

installed by any political party/entity, in violation of the orders of this court

and that of the learned Division Bench be forthwith removed and returned to

theparties/entities, who have installed it and initiatefurther action as has been
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directed in paragraph 10(c) of the order of this Court dated 26.02.2019.

Obviously, therefore, the concerned District Collector will have to charge the

person/entitites, the applicable tariff and penalty for installing these illegal

Boards and further initiate action for recovery; and as I have already ordered

in the afore mentioned interim order, the said Authorities will be personally

held responsible if this is not done. Further, they will also fully accountable to

this Court, if an appropriate criminal case, either under the Indian Penal Code

or under the National Highway Act or under the Police Act, is not registered

against the installation of these Boards/Banners/Flags and the concerned

Station House Officer of the local Police Station will ensure that suitable FIR

is registered in terms of these directions, when duly approaded. "

6. Protecting the environment is not an individual task but a collective responsibility and

hence the Election Commission urges all the political parties to avoid the use of plastic/polythene

and similar non-biodegradable materials for preparation of posters, banners, etc. during election

campaign in the interest of environment and human health.

Yours faithfully,

~~
(S. B. Joshi)

Principal Secretary

Copy to : - The Chief Electoral Officers for information. The CEOs are requested that the

content of this instruction shall be brought to the notice of all DEOs, ROs, other election

authorities, candidates and registered unrecognized political parties based in your State/UT.
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ctT ~ ~ "it ~u ~ mctT ~ iT"ffi6 R<1 ctT 31cffu ~ ~ 3lT~ *~~ ~
~ ir;
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2. C&1lfkifi ~ ~urr f.p:p::r, 2016 (m~ cr~~ ~ mm cFr CfiW <T<rr~) if, f.p:p::r 2 if,
~-f.p:p::r (1) if, "~I?OJld'f>I'" ~~ ~ cr~~ "~ "fCfflft, c&llffC:ifi ~ Slfififi{Olifidl ('1'i4~ifi, ~­

Slfififi{Olifidl 3ITfu")" ~~ atcr:~ ~ ~I

~ mm if, f.p:p::r 3 if -

(i) m (Cb") ~ cr~""9TC1",f.iHRlf¬ lld matcr:~ ~~, 3l~-
"'

'(Cb"0fl) "~¥ C&1lfkifi~" -if ~~~mm 3l~ ~ 3l~ {lfll?OJf.i<fi m~m-nD:F-~~
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~~D:F~~~~D:F~~~~~~;
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(iii) m("\ir),"Ww",~~~~,"~~'~~~~~;
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(v) m(~)~cr~""9TC1",f.i H Rl Rl d matcr:~ ~~, 3l~ -
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("@") ~-f.l<:n:r (1) ~ cr~""9TC1",f.iHRlf¬ lld ~-f.l<:n:r atcr:"f~ ~ ~, 3l~-

"(2)" 1 ~, 2022 eFt ~ if YiJlRI~fl'i ~ ~fdln:d YiJlRI~fl'i ~* ~ f.iHRlRld ~­
~_c&llffC:ifi~aIT~fc1f.i~Yol, 3Wffif, ~, ~, ~~~"CflTwru~~:-

(Ofl) C&11ffC:ifi fkefi ~ W~, ~ ~~ C&11fkifi eFt"ilVrT, C&11ffC:<fi~~, W fkefi, ~I\:ifl*"~ eFt
"ilVrT, YiJlfCl\:ifl'i (~meN~) eFt l1\i1ICll1 mm;
("@") ~, <fier, ~, ~, ~, ~, ~, ~ ~ ~, ~ ~ ~ ~ ¢-~ ~ <IT i1<fl ~
crRT~, f.i l"i?t 01m~ ~ m, 100 ~ I~il'i if CfiTf+TIm ~ C&11ffC:<fi<IT ~~, ff0:1

(3) ~-f.l<:n:r (2) ("@") ~ ~u, ~ ~ C&l1ffC:ifi if qrfj- g{ ~aIT Cf( ~ ~ ~I
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(4) ~ ~~~W~, ~lfRifi !?ftc:~m'S[CfiReftml1l.ft~ ~lfRifi!?ftc: ~~-~

~"it;Rill it ~ ~ ~ 4IRqfC:I~()<1 ~ FclHllf{d c(jRqfC:I~()<1, ~:m ~ ~ >r<im ~ ~Iffc:ifi ~

fclf."lJiTOI, 3Wffif, ~O$I(OI, fchR:uT, ~ ~ ~ 0fiT ~ ~ ~ ~ if, "\ifTft eft 1f{ ~ '4T
~, ~ ~ ~ "SfCfiT!?Reft ~ it~ cp:f eft ~ ~ ~ ~ q-!?~ ~ ~I

5. ~ f.pn:ft if, f.t<n:r 5 if, \3lT-f.t<n:r (1) if, ~ oo if "2000" atifit ~ ~"Cf{ "2016" "'Cm ~I

6. ~ f.pn:ft, if, f.t<n:r 6 if, \3lT-f.t<n:r (2) if, ~ (Cfi) ~ q-!?~ f."lARqf@d ~ 3hf-~ fef;m

~,31~:-

II (Cfi Cfi) ~ Cfi"(rJT fcf; ~ ~qr ff!?iTfihT f.pn:ft ~ ~m CfiT 3i'iq 1&1<1fef;m ~I

7. ~ f.pn:ft if f.t<n:r 7 if, \3lT-f.t<n:r (1) if, ~ (Cfi) i:f; q-!?~ ~ARqf@d ~ 3hf:~ fef;m

~,31~:-

"(Cfi Cfi) ~ Cfi"(rJT fcf; ~ ~qr ff!?iTfihT f.pn:ft ~ ~m CfiT 3i'iq 1&1<1fef;m ~I

8. ~ f.pn:ft if, f.t<n:r 9 if, \3lT-f.t<n:r (1) if, "~ ~ m-r:r" !?~ i:f; q-!?~, "~ frrn:IT i:f;

~ ~-~ "Cf{ "\ifTft fcf;t:J:1fTI: ~!?~!?ff ~ 31'j)"ffR" !?~ 3hf:~ f"Cf;-Q: ~I

9. f.t<n:r 11 if, \3lT-f.t<n:r (1), -

(i) "~ 1ffc:ifi W~" !?~ i:f;q-!?~, "~ 1ffc:ifi ~" !?~ 3hf:~ f"Cf;-Q:~;

(ii) m- (Cfi) if "Fcl~JiYdl"!?~ ~ q-!?~, "'301I~ifi" ~ h~" !?~ ~~, ~ "W~"
!?~ i:f;~, "~ hi:f;~ ~ ~ ~ IffC:ifi ~" !?~ 3hf:~ fcf;t:J:~;
(iii) m- ("&"), "~_~~" !?~ ~ q-!?~, "3iI~IRld ml1l.ft i:f; ~ ~ ~-~ ~

0fiT ~" 3hf:"f~ fef;m ~I

(iv) m- (or) if, "'fTlf ~ SlJilolq"l ff." !?~i:f;q-!?~, "3,ql~Cfl CfiT" 3fij-:"f~fef;m~1

10. f.t<n:r 12 if, -

(i) \3lT-f.t<n:r (2) if, "~~" !?~ i:f; q-!?~, ""Cf{ ~~ ~ f.lit~" !?~ 3fij-:~ f"Cf;-Q:
~;

(ii) 73"l1-f.t<n:r (3) if, "~~" !?~ i:f; q-!?~, ""Cf{ ~~ ~ f.lit~" !?~ 3hf:~ fcf;t:J:
~I

11. f.t<n:r 13, if \3lT-f.t<n:r (1) if, "~ ff'Ef ~el?f" !?~ i:f; q-!?~, "~ ~ ~ ~ "iri"
3fij-:~ fef;m ~I

[tOT. ff. 17-2/2001(-cni)-cni I-l!>"'I(~fil!>Jill]

-.ft!?T~~, ~~

~: ~ f.t<n:r, 'm"(Cf i:f;~, 3fflT&RUT, m-rf-JI, m- 3, ~ (i) if "fIT.CfiT.f.t 320(31) ~ 18l1Ti'f,
2016 ~ ~ fcf;t:J:1fTI: ~ ~ ~-?n~ m~ ~ "fIT.CfiT.f.t 285(31) ~ 27l1Ti'f,
2018 i:f;~ ff!?ITurf fef;m ~ qrl



4 [PART II-SEC. 3(i)]

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, :FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 12thAugust, 2021

G.S.R. 571(E).--Whereas the draft rules to amend the Plastics Waste Management Rules, 2016,
were published in the Gazette ofIndia, Extraordinary, dated the 11thMarch, 2021 vide notification number
GSR 169 (E), inviting objections and suggestions from all persons likely to be affected thereby within a
period of sixty days from the date copies of the Gazette containing the said draft rules were made available
to the public;

And whereas, copies of the Gazette containing the said draft rules were made available to the
public on the 11th March, 2021;

And whereas, objections and suggestions received within the aforesaid period have been duly
considered by the Central Government;

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sections 6, 8 and 25 of Environment
(Protection) Act 1986, (29 of 1986), the Central Government hereby makes the following rules to amend
the PlasticWaste Management Rules, 2016, namely :-
1. (1) These rules may be called Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2021.

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.
2. In the Plastic Waste Management Rules,2016 (hereinafter referred to as the said rules), in rule 2,
in sub-rule (l), after the word "Importers", the words, "brand-owner, plastic waste processor (recycler,
co-processor, etc.)" shall be inserted.
3. In the said rules, in rule 3,

(i) after clause (n), the following clause shall be inserted, namely :-
'(na) "Non-woven plastic bag" means Non-woven plastic bag made up of plastic sheet or
web structured fabric of entangled plastic fibers or filaments (and by perforating films)
bonded together by mechanical or thermal or chemical means, and the "non-woven
fabric" means a nat or tufted porous sheet that is made directly from plastic fibres,
molten plastic or plastic films;'
(ii) after clause (g), the following clause shall be inserted, namely: -
'ega) "Plastic waste processing" means any process by which plastic waste is handled for
the purpose of reuse, recycling, co-processing or transformation into new products;'

(iii) after clause (v), the following clauses shall be inserted, namely: -
'(va) "Single-use plastic commodity" mean a plastic item intended to be used once for the
same purpose before being disposed of or recycled;'
'(vb) "Thermoset plastic" means a plastic which becomes irreversibly rigid when heated
and hence cannot be remouldcd into desired shape;'
'(vc) "Thermoplastic" means a plastic which softens on heating and can be moulded into
desired shape;' .

4. In the said rules, in rule 4, -
(a) in sub-rule (1),-
(i) for the words "importer stocking", the words "import, stocking" shall be
substituted;
(ii) in clause (c), for the words "fifty microns in thickness" , the words, figures, letters
and brackets "seventy five microns in thickness with effect from the so" September,
2021and one hundred and twenty (120) microns in thickness with effect from the
31st December, 2022" shall be substituted;
(iii) in clause (h), after the words, "carry bags", the words "and commodities" shall be
inserted;
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(iv) in clause (h), after the words, "compostable plastic carry bags", the words "or
commodities or both" shall be inserted;
(v) after clause (i), following clause shall be inserted, namely: -
" (j) non-woven plastic carry bag shall not be less than 60 Gram Per Square Meter (GSM)
with effect from the so" September, 2021.";
(b) after sub-rule (l), the following sub-ules shall be inserted, namely:-

"(2) The manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale and usc of following single­
use plastic, including polystyrene and expanded polystyrene, commodities shall be
prohibited with effect from the 1st July, 2022:-

(a) ear buds with plastic sticks, plastic sticks for balloons, plastic flags, candy sticks,
ice-cream sticks, polystyrene [Thermocol] for decoration;

(b) plates, cups, glasses, cutlery such as forks, spoons, knives, straw, trays, wrapping or
packing films around sweet boxes, invitation cards, and cigarette packets, plastic or
PVC banners less than 100micron, stirrers.

(3) The provisions of sub-rule (2) (b) shall not apply to commodities made of
compostable plastic.
(4) Any notification prohibiting the manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale and
usc of carry bags, plastic sheets or like, or cover made of plastic sheets and multi­
layered packaging and single-usc plastic, including polystyrene and expanded
polystyrene, commodities, issued after this notification, shall come into force after the
expiry of ten years, from the date of its publication".

5. In the said rules, in rule 5, in sub-rule (1), in clause (d), for the figures "2000", the figures
"2016" shall be substituted.

6. In the said rules, in rule 6, in sub-rule (2), after clause (a), following clause shall be inserted,
namely: -

"(aa) ensuring that the provisions of these rules, as amended, are adhered to;".
7. In the said rules, in rule 7, in sub-rule (1), after clause (a), following clause shall be inserted,
namely: -

"(aa) ensuring that the provisions of these rules, as amended, are adhered to;".
8. In the said rules, in rule 9, in sub-rule (1), after the words, "local body concerned", the words "as
per guidelines issued under these rules from time to time" shall be inserted.
9. In rule 11, sub-rule (1),

(i) after the words "plastic carry bag", the words, "plastic packaging" shall be
inserted;

(ii) in clause (a), after the word "manufacturer", the words "producer or brand­
owner" shall be inserted, and after the words "carry bag", the words "and plastic
packaging used by the brand owner" shall be inserted;
(iii) in clause (b), after the words "multilayered packaging", the words "excluding
multi-layered packaging used for imported goods" shall be inserted;

(iv) in clause (c), after the words "name and certificate number", the words "of
producer" shall be inserted.

10. In rule 12,
(i) in sub-rule (2), after the words "waste generator," ,the words "restriction or
prohibition on" shall be inserted;
(ii) in sub-rule (3), after the words "waste generator," ,the words"

restriction or prohibition on" shall be inserted.
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11. In rule 13, in sub-rule (1), after the words "Union Territory concerned", the words "or the Central
Pollution Control Board" shall be inserted.

[F. No. 17-2-2001 (Pt)-Part I -HSMD]
NARESH PAL GANGAWAR, Jt. Secy.

Note: The principal rules were published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, Sub­
section (i), vide number GSR 320 (E), dated the is"March, 2016 and subsequently amended vide
notification number GSR 285 (E), dated the 2ih March, 2018.
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