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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Tel. No. 011-23052014 et e
Website: www.eci.goy.in N 33, 7 Reeeh-110001,

Nirvachan Sadan,
Ashoka Road, New Delhji- 110001
No.470/INST/EPS-2023 Dated: 25t Septemeber, 2025

To,
' The Chief Electoral Officers
of All States/UTs.

Subject: General/Bye Election to Pariiamentary/Assembly Constituency-
Penultimate round of Counting of votes through EVM/VVPATs &
Postal Ballots/ETPBs - regarding.

Reference: Instructions vide letter No.

(1) No.464/ Counting Arrangeme‘nts/ﬁOZB-EPS dated 18.07.2023;
(Imy No.464/€ounting Process/2023-EPS dated 19.07.2023;
(III}) No. 470/2019/SDR dated 18.05.2019;

Madam /Sir,

The Commission, vide instruction referred at () above had decided that the
penultimate (second last) round of EVM counting would not be stopped till
completion of postal ballot counting and EVM counting could go on irrespective of
the stage of Postal Baliot counting. The same has been reiterated in para 4(vi){i) of
the instruction referred at (II). However, in order to further streamline the counting
process and to provide necessary clarity to the counting of Postal Ballot, the
Commission, in Supersession of the instruction at reference (I} and partial
modification of the instructions at reference (I) and (IT) above, directs that: -

A. Para Hvi){i) of instruction no. 464/Counting Process/2023-EPS dated
19.07.2023 (Ref 1T} shall now be read as —
“1 The penultimate (second last) round of EVM/ VVPATs counting shall not be
taken up until the counting of Postal Ballot Papers is completed at the counting
center.
However, in case of parliamentary constituency, if counting of votes assembly
segment wise, (s done at multiple counting centers, the penultimate round of
EVM/VVPAT counting need not stop at all counting centers till completion of postal
ballot counting. At counting centers where postal ballots are not being counted,
AROs for Assembly Segments shall continue the counting of votes in EVMs
irrespective of the stage of postal ballot counting. The penultimate round of
EVM/VVPATS cou nting shall be Stopped. till completion of postal ballot counting,

nly at the counting center where Postal Ballot Paper counting is being done,”



B, The Sub-head of para 14 of instruction no. 464 /Counting Process/2023-EPS
dated 19.07.2023 has been modified to - Mandatory re-verification of rejected
bostal ballots.

C. Para 2(xxii) of instruction no. 464 /Counting Arrangements /2023-EPS dated
18.07.2023 shall now be read as —

“(xxii} Ideally not more than 500 Postal Ballots should be counted on one table. The
number of tables and scanners needed for counting of Postal Ballots should be
assessed by the RO, sufficiently in advance, on the basis of number of Postal Ballots
issued and expected to be received as per past trends, availability of space ete. In
casefs) of expected receipt of large number of Postal Ballot/ ETPBs leading to
requirement of more counting tables which cannot be accommodated in the EVM
counting hall where the RO is sitting, the RO shall make arrangement for counting of
ETPBs/PBs as follows: -

aj Counting of Postal Ballots may be done at multiple tables in g separate hall,
adjacent to the counting hail made for EVMs/ VVPATs or on the same floor.

b) Arrangements for ETPBs scanning shall be done in the hall, where
ETPBs/ Postal Ballot counting is proposed.

cf Each table for postal ballot counting shall have one ARO, one counting
SUpervisor, two counting assistants and one Micro Observer (as mentioned
in para 4-iy of Commission’s instruction dated 1 8.07.2023);

d) Returning Officer shall also appoint one Senior Officer as ARO- in- charge of
the PB counting hall.

e The ARO-in-charge for PB Counting Hall shall be overql] responsible for
smooth conduct of cou nting, ETPBs scanning and PB counting in the hall. He
shall coordinate with the Returning Officer in discharge of his duty.

i The layout for separate ETPBs/PBs counting hall shall also be sent to

Commission along with Counting Center proposal for approval.”

2 This may be brought to the notice of all concerned for strict compliance.

Yours faithf 1y,

|

(VIBHOR AGRAWAL)
UNDER SECRETARY

Enclosure: All Instructions under reference.
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