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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA ROAD NEW DELHI-110001

No. 437/6/1/ECI/INST/F UNCT/MCC/2018 Dated: 6" October, 2018
To

1. The Cabinet Secretary,
' Government of India,
Rashtrapati Bhawan,
New Delhi.

2. The Chief Secretaries to the
Government of:-
(i) Chhattisgarh, Raipur;
(if) Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal;
(iii) Mizoram, Aizawl:
(iv) Rajasthan, Jaipur;
(v) Telangana, Hyderabad.

The Chief Electoral Officers ‘of :-
(i) Chhattisgarh, Raipur;
(i) Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal:
L ,n - (iii) Mizoram, Aizawl;

| £ (iv) Rajasthan, Jaipur;
?‘) Lr)/(-’l (v) Telangana, Hyderabad.

w

4&0/’(/ Sub: Application of Model Code of Conduct - General Elections to the State Legislative
Assemblies  of Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram, Rajasthan and

%/99’ Telangana, 2018- reg.
Sir, ' B
1 am directed to state that the Election Commission has announced the schedule for
holding General Elections to the State Legislative Assemblies of Chha tt|warh Madhya
Pradesh, Mizoram, Rajasthan and Telangana (Press Note No. ICI/PN/()()/)HE} dated 6™
October, 2018 available at the Commission’s web-site -https://ecinic.in/).

2. With this announcement, the provisions of the Model Code of Conduct for the

guidance of the Political Parties and Candidates have come into force with immediate effect
and which will be in force till the completion of the General Elections in the ;1!)0\'0 St‘itcs.

This may be brought to the notice of the Central and  State Government,  all

,/.V’.‘A'ILC!"%H'i.u"' ..... S Ravermmerm e S the oo ernminnt X

Ministries, Department
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instructions issued by you to this effect, may be sent to the Commission for its information

and record. - | '

3. Your attention is drawn to the particular provisions of Model Code of Conduct

relating to the party in power’ which inter alia says that the party in power whether at the

Centre or in the States concerned, shall ensure that no cause is given for any complaint that

it has used its off1c1al position for the purposes of its election campaign and in particular: -

(i) (a) The Ministers shall not combine their official visit with electloncenng work and
also shall not make use of officlal machinery or personnel during the electioneer ing
work; '

(b) Government transport inciuding official air-crafts, vehicles, njachinery and
personnel shall not be used for furtherance of the interest of the party in powet;

(i)  Public places such as maidans etc., for holding election meetings,and use of helipads

for air-flights in connection with elections shall not be monopolised by itself. Othcr partics

and candidates shall be allowed the use of such places and facilities on the same terms and
conditions on which they are used by the party in power;

(iii)  Rest houses, dak bungalows or other Government accommodation where elections

have been announced or are taking place can be given to the political functionarics who are’

prov ided security by the %tate in" Z scale o” “above or equivalent by wvarious State

Governments or the Central Govcx nment under provisions of their laws, on equltablc basis.

This shall be subject to condition that such accommodation is not already. allotted or

occupied by election related officials or Observers. Such political functionaries shall net carry

out any political activity while staying in the Government Guest llouscs/Rést Houses orother

Government accommodation etc;

(iv)  Issuc of advert‘iéément at the cost of public exchequer in the newspapers and other

media and the misuse of official mass media during the election period for partisan coverage

of political news and publicity regarding achicvements with a view to furthering the
prospects of the party in power shall be scrupulously avoided;

(v) Ministers and other authorities shall not sanction grants/payments out  of

discretionary funds from the time clections arc an nounced by the Commission; and

(vi)  From the time clections are announced by the Commission, Ministers and other

authorities shall not -
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(b) (except civil servants) lay foundation stones etc. of projects or schemes of any kind; or
(¢) make any promise of construction of roads, provision of drinking water facilities etc.: or
(d) make any ad-hoc appointments in Government, Public Undertakings etc. which may
have the effect of influencing the voters in favourof the p.arty in power, "
4. As will be observed from Para 3{Clause IV} above, ndédvcrtisements shall be issued
in electronic and print media highlighting the achievements of the Govt. at the cost of public
exchequer. If any:advertisement has already been released for telecast/broadcast or
publication in the print media, it must be ensured that the telecast/broadcast of such ads on
electronic media is stopped forthwith and that no sucH ad is published in any newspapers,
magazines, etc., i.e. in print media, from today itself and it should be immediately withdrawn,
5. The instruction of the Commission contained in its letter N0.437/6,/2009-CCBE dated
5t March, 2009 is available on the Commission’s web-site “http://eci.nic.in/ under the
heading ‘Election Laws and ECI - instructions’ for your-information and necessary action. The
Coml.nissio‘n's all other instructions are also available in this link’for your guidance.
6. The Commission further directs that there shall be a total ban on the transfer of all
officers/officials connected with the conduct of the election.  These include but are not
restricted to: - |
i)  The Chief Electoral Officer and Additional/Joint/Deputy Chief Electoral Ofiicers; -
ii)  Divisional Commissioners;
iii) The District Election Officers, Returning Officers, Assistan't Returning Officers and

other Revenue Officers connected with the Conduct of Election;

iv) Officers of the Police Department connected with t}1e'1115111agexwue.11t of election like
range 1Gs. and DIGs, Senior Superintendents of P(ﬂi(:é and Sup‘erihtcm.icnts of
Police, Sub-Divisional  Police OfﬂCCl‘S:likC Deputy Superintendents of Police and
other Police officers who are deputed to the Commission under sccti(m.Zé%/\ of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951;

v) The transfer orders issued in respect of the ahove categories of officers prior to
the date of announcement but not implemented till date should not be given effect

to without obtaining specific permission from the Commission in this regard;
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vi) This ban shall be effective till the completion of the election. The Commission

filly
el

further directs that the State Governments should refrain from making transfers of

senior officers who have a role in the management of election in the State;

vii) In those cases where transfer of an officer is necessary on_account of
administrative exigencies, the concerned State Government may with full

justification approach the Commission for prior clearance.
- 7. The receipt of the letter may kindly be acknowledged.

Yours faithfully,

<l
(SUMIT MUKHERJEE)
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY

i



NIRVACHAN SADAN ASH@KA FOAD, NEW DELHIT10601
| Dated 5th March 2009

~ No, 437/6/2009~CG&BE

. The Chief Secretanes fo the Gevemments of
: ,All States and Union: Temtones PR

2, The Chief Eleetoral Officers. of
Alit States and Union Terhtones ,7

’ 3 All Reoognlzed PolmcalPames . |

.. Sub: General Elections Entorcement of thefModel Code of: Conduct -

- reg.

Sir, | L o _
| | am directed o state that the: Comirilssion-has considered various

aspects in the con‘text of the Model Code of Conduict duririg General Elections and
decnded 1o lssue to followmg Guudelmes regardnng implementatlon/processing of -

the various:projects, .
schemes rural development. pTogrammes etc; by: the CemraVState chemmems

M4l Model Cod'e of 'CondchsrgLate’d'fdireétion's%ﬁ'.ﬁ-fe!»;"‘ be*issued only by the's . .-
Commission. The Cabinet Secretatiat of-any-other govemment agency should
'v_re’it'e,r‘ate.-andldi'sseminate the\-dir.ectiqns;-_-df".'the -@.emmissi,on for COmplianee. '
¢ RBI may continue to take decisions. unhindstéd on monetary policy Issues..

3. After the Model Code. of Conduct: comes into- effect the: Mmistry of Finarice will
need to take prior approval of the CommussiOn on any pohcy announcements '
fiscal measures, taxation related issues and such other financial relief. Slmilarly,
other Mmlstnes/Departments will need to take prior approval of the Commlssuon

before
announcing any relief/benefit.

e M
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4. The foHoWihQ types of existing works céxn be COntiﬂU_éd' by .the government
agencies without reference 1o the Election Commission after the-Model Code of
" Conduct comes Into force: | oy | B

&, Wc‘;rk‘-Pro_jects that have aétuéuy; started on the ‘ground after obtaining all

necessary sanctions; T
" b. Beneficiary-projects where specific beneficiaiies

before coming-of the Mode! Code of Corduct into foroe:

4 Re_gisteredi benéﬁda’ries of NREGA maybe eove‘redhhdef existing- projects.

‘-Newprdjeét‘s'.urijder. NREGA’ that.may;_bfe. ﬁéhdétedﬁndef ﬂ_]é_ prb'yisiohs of the
Act may be taken up only i it js for -i_t:_i'e',ajrgé@yafrég_isjtéréd ‘berieficiaries and ‘the
poject -i_s‘alr’.eady listed.ifi the. appkovéd_ ‘a'nd "s:é'_fnqﬁdhféd ;sﬁél‘fof ‘projects for which

lunds are also already earmarked. s AT
6. .There,-sh'au-,b,e no bar to release of (unds_‘er;1h,e:-comple't_e,d%poﬁioh ‘of any work

subject to*observance of laid down procedures and concurrence of finance

by name have been identified

. ‘ ‘_:':

department.

.5 'Adm‘i,nistfatix{e, ."t'echnical .ahdz-(id'anCial~ sandiéns have been'obiaihédj

¢. Tender has been floated, evaluated and awarded and .

d. There js COntfactual;gbligazion to start and end the }.'dﬁ(Within a givehtifhe
16 ane Be)rg:s an obligation to f’_ljm'pose_' penalty on the cohtractor.

frame and failing which t
e Incase of any of the .above conditions not-being met in stch cases prior -

abproval of the Commission shall be sought.and obtained. . -

- 7.CGlobdl tenders already floated,.can be evaluated and finalized where any time

limits are specified for such purpose.

8. Ténders other than global tenders, that
but not finalized without prior approval of the
floated, they shall not be _ﬂoéted without prior

9. Commission invariably takes a humani
ated due to man-made or natural calamities.

are already floated may be evaluated
Comm}isSion. If they are not already'
approval of the Commission.

tarian view on the work that are

necessit



- e No land allocation shafl
iidivicual or an enterprise. . |
[ S"':'gn,ihg a MOU:-or an _agreementu.,.\(\(here_-th'e_ govérntient is a party will also
require prior clearance by the Commission, ! SR

11. Regular _récfuitmenuéppoa )
Service- Gommissions of the Staff. Selection-Commission or any ofher statutory
afuthéﬁty-..-can _ eominué__; Re_ci:r,_d'i_tmén‘ls_. : !h}rbug'h..- ’-r_'abne'%;ta‘t-u.te;y badi‘és, wiil re_'quirjé
priéf-dearanée;bffthe CommiSSibn. | " '

’. '1.'2, While staliingr-anyf\&odcg(iﬁc_ludingfa

 formal function shall'be held involvin
godd practice, nomal fanctions. and publicity-‘even
functionaries s‘_no_jurd;be‘z-kept..to-:th'e:miﬁiénum..W@.

intment orpromotion threigh the UPSC, Stéte Public

..
:
L 3
2~

L

‘be ‘ma'de:-'b_y.-the_,_-g_(ivérnment' to any __eéntit’y, whether

.jr;y;-qé"liéf_éwjork):b_r.deizel.me‘éhtél_azcti\"‘./’ityjno :
'g:an)({.:'pfél:iﬁ_;cial'-fdnjc'tiénar:y-.- As a matter of
Wwith the. presence of official

13 Where works are to.be undertaken or functions are t0:be-heid-in fulfilment of

“intemational c'ommitmém_s, -pr.'iori'coﬂri-wcq:f.énce.saf;ﬁe}_c-.ommis'sion shall-be taken.

14, AH---deér_ﬁfﬁé‘nf. bt ’lndia.refér.elwe's.atb‘?thejElectEOn- Commission of'Irdia shali

. be made- preferably ‘through the Gabinex-~8.e¢re._talriat; In so far as refe‘rence: frem

. State vaemments are cbhcemed, the samé':-shaube ‘made to the Ele{:ﬁon

Commission of India through the Chief * Electoral- Office
concerned.. e e |

' | Thfs rﬁay be brought tothe notice of: aﬂl:.éc;;_r_;ieem:authmities.

-~

¢ ~ . v q
W 2 ) S A

A ;

(K. AJAY KUMAR)
- SECRETARY

r (CEO) of the state

Tt

W e Yours laithfu”ﬁf’*




s rateslscales without prlor permlssion of the' Com
b Payment directly 16 the: hospltals from GM'_i,,',’ff-..-

a. Ex-gratla payments and’ gratuutous rellef in the altennath of a dlsaster can be

‘given dlrectly to the persons affected- at the current rates/soales ol assistance -

presently in force, under intimation-to the ‘Comniigsion. No change in‘thie extant
and prescnbed scales of payments, hchever shall ‘be ‘made in the existing
'n‘ssl"n , o :

A's: ‘Relief- Fund in' lleu of d'rect -

cash’ pay'nent to mdmdual patients: (benefclanes) will: be: pemnssrb!e without .

~ reference lo the: Oommlsslon ’ L w s ;
" C Emergent relref works-and. measures lhat &re: aimed to: mltrgate the hardshlps

N dlrectly and solely, of’ the persons afleeted ln & dlsaster may be-taken Up under -

A

o .-lntlmatlon to'the Commrssuen

"-to mltlgate the’ ‘likely effects: of natural dlsasters llke repair of embankments, water

‘¢hannels: etc can‘be taken-up only withi pnor permission: of’the Commlssicn

~ e. Also, an area shall. not bé: declared droughtﬁlood -atfected or any: ‘such calamity.

affected without prior approval- of the Commrssron ‘l?he extent..of area already

: declared to be calamrty—elleoted cannot be: expanded wrthout prior. approval of the

N ~Comm|ssron

{. Similarly, any’ selectlve assrstance 10:a group ol persons lrom the PMs -or.the: -

CN's Reliet: Fund wrll require: prior approval-of:the: Commrsslon

wwm

;‘ ' 10 The following'type- of activities will: requure pn\or perrmssron of the' Commlsslon
'a N‘éW works and project:cannot be taken up£from. dlscnétlonary funds-of. whatever ‘

'nature Discretionary fund,: in; this context; includes {unds, which. are. provided: for
-in the: budget in-‘a‘generic manner and for whlch no. identified- and sanctioned-

R project exists prior.to-Model: Code of Gonduct coming-into: eﬁect

b. Proposals for revuval of sick PSUs, governmentai take-over. of enterprises. etc.

(or. any policy decision on similar lmes) cannot.be taken up:

¢. Fresh auctions of liquor vends etc. cannot- be heid evenif the annual auction

time falls within the Model. Code of Conduct period. Where necessary, the

government should make interim arrangements as provided in their respective

laws.
d. Area of operation of any existing project/scheme/programme can not be

extended or expanded.

f/"fo



